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Thus Far the LORD Has Helped Us 

Sermon July 2, 2017 

We acknowledge that the land we are meeting on was the traditional territory of the 

Attawandaron (Neutral), Haudeenosaunee and Anishnaabeg peoples. For many Indigenous 

people, Canada exists on stolen land. But I do believe in a God, who created heaven and earth, 

who said that the whole earth belongs to Him, and He gives territories to whom He wants. For 

this, from sea to shining sea, today in 2017, we all have a chance to celebrate Canada, with no 

guilt or self-congratulatory fluff. 

How do we count Canada’s age? Well, depends on how we look at things. Montreal is marking 

375 years since Fort Ville-Marie was founded in 1642. 1867 was a turning point in Canada’s 

history. The year 2017 marks 150 years since Confederation. Apparently, we are looking at the 

formation of the new Dominion of Canada — and its unbroken 150 years in existence — as a 

marking point to be celebrated. So, happy birthday to us. 

This service is an occasion to reflect back and look forward.   

My real hope is that we all are happy to live in Canada, and we all are proud Canadians 

celebrating our country’s 150th birthday with thanksgiving, joy and happiness.  

Would you please share with me and with us what you really like in Canada and why you 

consider yourself to be a proud Canadian? ….. 

I am a Canadian only for 17 years but I do feel that there are a lot of awesome things that we can 

celebrate today in our country. 

Top 20 things and people that make Canadians proud (% really proud) 
1. Freedom to live as we see fit: 59 

2. Terry Fox: 50 

3. Open mindedness toward people who are different: 49 

4. Politeness: 46 

5. Rocky Mountains: 45 

6. Maple syrup: 45 

7. Enjoyment of the outdoors: 42 

8. Reputation around the world: 39 

9. Multiculturalism: 34 

10. Caring for the world around us: 34 

11. Our steadiness and consistency: 34 

12. How we provide health care: 32 

13. Our food: 29 

14. Wayne Gretzky: 29 

15. Celine Dion: 29 

16. David Suzuki: 28 

17. Canadian wheat: 27 

18. Our cities: 26 

19. Sidney Crosby: 25 

20. Leonard Cohen: 24 

http://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/what-makes-canadians-proud-freedom-terry-

fox-rocky-mountains-open-mindedness-maple-syrup  

http://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/what-makes-canadians-proud-freedom-terry-fox-rocky-mountains-open-mindedness-maple-syrup
http://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/what-makes-canadians-proud-freedom-terry-fox-rocky-mountains-open-mindedness-maple-syrup
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Dave Watchord, a professor at University of Ottawa, says: “After visiting over 20 countries and 

participating in 53 of our 150 years of country development, my Canadian view is that we should 

be proud that: 

1) We have created a relatively peaceful place to live.  

2) We trust each other enough to give everyone enough personal space for them to feel 

relatively safe and comfortable, even though we may not understand/agree with their 

situation, position or viewpoint. 

3) Despite our constant complaining about everything (our national hobby), we usually can 

move on to the positive side of an issue/situation/event with an eye to making it better 

somehow. 

4) We can both celebrate our successes (including J-Beebs) and accept our faults (including J-

Beebs) readily and move on.  

5) We rally forward together to help others, when we can (but will still complain about it 

costing us too much, etc. blah blah). 

That is my 5 cents (because we don't have pennies anymore...) Happy New Year and happy 150 

Canada!” 

Canadian pride may not rest on our sleeves, but it resides deeply in our hearts.   ~ Steve 

Miller   

Do you think that we still have to do things for our Country to be a better place to live? Do you 

think that we still can do things to make Canada GREATER????   

Let me share with you a story I read on the internet a few days ago. You might ask what this 

story has to do with Canada 150, or with my topic, to work together in Canada for a better future, 

but I hope you will understand it at the end of the story. 

Wife goes with husband to doctor. Doctor examines the husband and diagnoses that the 

husband is critically ill, but perhaps there might be a slim chance of a cure. Otherwise, he 

has only one week to live.  

The doctor takes the man’s wife into the next room and reports his finding to her privately. 

“His only hope to be cured is for you to relieve all his stresses. You can extend his time 

and YOU can cure him from his illness by rubbing his feet and back, cooking his favourite 

meals, letting him go fishing, holding his hand as you walk or watch TV, etc. Be as 

affectionate as when you were first married.” 

The wife returns to her husband and he asks, “Honey, what did doctor say?” 

She replies, “You’re going to die.” 

Many people do not get healed, not because their condition is incurable, but they’re not healed 

because they do not want to follow the doctor’s orders. More than that, the wife is like the church 

and her husband is like our community and our nation. We know what we need to do; we are just 

too lazy to do it. 

Theodore Roosevelt said that: "A thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college 

education."  

Let’s see what our Lord is expecting from Canadians for a better future. We can read about this 

in the Bible. “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, 
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and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 

their land”. 2 Chronicles 7:14 

Solomon, as the King of Israel prayed regularly for his nation. The Israelites were constantly in a 

living connection with God, knowing that their future depended on the LORD. They knew that if 

they departed from God, stepping away from Him just one step, God would step away from them 

as well.  

Some people think that God is OBLIGATED to stay with us, to be faithful to us, and to serve our 

needs but I don’t think that things work like that. God is a loving Father but He is fair. He has 

feelings and can be sensitive as well.  

As Solomon prayed for the newly consecrated temple, for his nation and for his country, God’s 

answer was very detailed. Most of the time the LORD’s answers starts with IF or WHEN. “If you 

walk before me ... then I will establish your royal throne. But if you turn aside  ...then I will … 

The LORD often said: “If my people …”  

I am asking you some questions, and I will pause for a few moments and please reflect on these 

questions in the presence of God.  

 Do you consider yourself as God’s child?  

 Do you feel that you are part of His people?   

 What does it mean to you to be part of God’s people?  

 What kind of blessings do you record in your life being God’s child?  

 What kind of obligations do you have knowing that you are part of God’s people and part 

of this congregation, which is Christ’s body?  

 How can you make your relationship stronger with God and His people from this 

congregation?  

If we want to create a stronger country where the next generation will be happy, we have to 

make our connection stronger with God today for a better tomorrow.  

I read a valuable quote from C. Joy Bell, which I share with you with the hope that this can 

influence all of us, and this can help us to make our country Canada greater. 

“I was asked by a concerned church-goer: "Is your relationship with God okay?" and I 

answered "My relationship with God is far better than yours. You have to be in a certain 

place, with a certain group of people, pray at certain days of the week, read the Bible at 

certain times of the day; all in order to have a relationship with God. But I am with God from 

the moment I wake up, to the moment I fall asleep at night, I am with God wherever on this 

earth that I wander to, and whosoever I may be with! I may be sitting on the subway, and I am 

with God. I can assure you that I am closer to God than you are.”  

It is found in the Bible, “In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths.” 
(Proverbs 3:6) Amen  


