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The Refused Message 

Sermon February 11, 2018 - Luke 7:31-35 

Dear beloved, these days very often I hear church-going people talking with disappointment and 

sadness about this generation, about their own children or spouses who are not attending the 

church and are disconnected from God.  

Let me ask you kindly: why are YOU here today? Why are you worshipping, singing and 

praying? Why are you listening to the sermon? Just because you don’t have anything better to 

do? You decided to spend an hour here today, but what is your goal in being here and 

worshipping? 

Another question: Have you caught yourself before when your body was here, but your mind and 

your attention were miles away, somewhere else? (Once a person said that he wasn’t able to pay 

attention to a sermon because the minister’s tie wasn’t straight and it bothered his eyes).  

Have you caught yourself in starting to criticize the person’s voice who was sitting behind you? 

Or, you started to criticize the minister, blaming the way he does things, and thinking that you 

would do things much better than he does? Were you blaming God because of the minister He 

sent to your congregation? Were you criticizing the minister because the message he delivered 

was not according to your expectation, and you said to yourself: I would do his job better?  

Have you caught yourself when, during the sermon, you closed your heart and attention, just 

because you did not like the message? Actually, this happened because you did not want to hear 

what God said to you. 

If you answered YES at least 3 times, then you are only a step away from those who already 

separated themselves from God.  

In our story, Jesus talks about His own generation. He is noticing with a great sadness that a 

large portion of His generation were rejecting Him and His message, even though He was the 

Son of God. They did not pay attention to what he was saying, they did not care about God’s 

message because they thought they didn’t need it, or they were rejecting it because they wanted 

to hear something different. Then Jesus recalled different historical times when the people of 

Israel rejected their prophets and their sermons, because in their hearts they were distanced from 

God.   

Jeremiah asks his generation to repent and let God change their hearts, but they did not listen. 

For this, they were taken to exile in Babylon for 70 years.  Similar things happened in 165 B.C., 

when God’s people turned away from God, then God allowed the Assyrians and Babylonians to 

attack and destroy Israel. In Jesus’ time, they rejected God again and, for this, God allowed the 

Romans to occupy Israel.  

As we know, in 70 A.D., Israel was still occupied by the Romans, the temple was destroyed and 

the people of Israel spread over all the world.  
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Almost 2000 years ago, the summary of Jesus’ preaching was: “Wake up! Open your eyes! Open 

your heart! Accept God’s message! Take it seriously and you will live. IF NOT, then you will 

perish.”  

Jesus recalled the story of gentile Nineveh. When Jonah was preaching to them, they took his 

sermon’s message seriously, they changed their minds and their hearts, and they turned towards 

God. For this, God did not destroy them, but showed mercy and grace. 

In Matthew 23:37-38, as Jesus was walking towards the capital city, Jesus was crying as He 

witnessed His people’s harsh behaviour and their resistance against God’s words: “Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I 

desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 

were not willing! See, your house is left to you, desolate.”  

Through this scripture, Jesus’ message to us here is the same: “People of Calvin, Wake up! Open 

your eyes! Open your hearts! Accept God’s message! Take it seriously and you will live. IF 

NOT, then you will perish.” If you won’t wake up, if you won’t change your actions and you 

won’t start a mission amongst your children and grandchildren, then in two generations your 

church will be sold and turned into a restaurant or other use, or will be used by non-Christians 

like in many countries in Europe these days.   We already have many signs that with our 

generation the Christian church might dissolve and disappear, just because we and our generation 

today do not want to listen to God’s words and we don’t want to be renewed. 

(Unfortunately, I heard even here in our congregation that some people, who do not like what the 

scripture reading says, at the beginning of the sermon they already close their ears and their 

hearts, and they don’t want to listen to the sermon). This is who and where we are today. 

In order to understand what was going on in Jesus’ time in Israel, amongst His generation, Jesus 

is using an example. He talks about two groups of children, who are playing around the 

marketplace. They copy doing exactly what they saw from their parents and grandparents. The 

boys are singing happy wedding songs and dancing the Jewish traditional dance. The girls are 

singing sad funeral songs and cry as the women did at that time during a funeral service. The 

boys are inviting the girls to join them and to sing a happy song, but the girls are refusing the 

boys’ invitation. Likewise the girls are inviting the boys to join them to sing sad songs, but the 

boys are refusing the girls.  

What is the message here? 

John the Baptist was a very strict person. He lived as a monk and called people to repent. Most 

people called him crazy because he took God’s words so seriously.  

Jesus was an outgoing person, he ate and drank with sinners, and became friends with 

everybody. His enemies called him a drinker who loves everybody. He preached the same thing 

as John the Baptist. He asked people to repent and to change their hearts. But in His voice, it was 

love, grace and forgiveness. Jesus embraced the most sinful people, and for this the priests 

refused Jesus and His generation did not listen to Him either. 
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Based on this story, Jesus is teaching us 3 very important things: 

1.  

- We should not criticize the message, but we should rather criticize ourselves and our 

stone cold hearts.  

- We should not expect God to tell us what WE want to hear in a sermon, but we should 

listen every word, every sentence as the WORD OF GOD.   

- We should not create a wall between the word of God and our hearts, but we should 

accept and include the message as God’s words, which can shape us and mold us and 

change us according to God’s will.  

I heard people say that they don’t like that the minister talks always about the Bible, and always 

focuses on Jesus and on the scripture. Some people tried to compare me with other ministers and 

they expressed that they don’t like me because I am not joking in my sermons as often as other 

ministers. I heard people saying: “Why do we have to listen only to the Bible? Why can we not 

talk about something else, too, since we are in the 21st century? They are right. We are in the 21st 

century, but Jesus is the same as he was 2,000 years ago and His message is the same today and 

always. I do try to fit in 21st century messages but with the everlasting word of God. Here, I am 

not defending myself. I am defending the BIBLE, THE WORDS OF GOD!!! 

In 2. Timothy 4: 1-5 Paul says to the young preacher Timothy: “In the presence of God and of 

Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, … I solemnly urge you: proclaim the 

message; be persistent whether the time is favourable or unfavourable; convince, rebuke, 

and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. For the time is coming when people 

will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for 

themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth 

and wander away to myths. As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of 

an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.” 

I do try to make my sermons interesting but has to be constructive: pointing on God, on His love 

and on His salvation. 

2. 

Secondly, Jesus was upset when His people were criticizing some of the preachers and 

periodically wanted to have a different minister. People always can find something in every 

minister that they don’t not like in them. It seems there are some special people who do not like 

any of the pastors for different reasons. They think that the present one should leave so they 

could bring another one with the hope that a new minister would be better. Jesus said that people 

were neglecting Him because they neglected the word of God. People neglect the minister 

because they neglect the word of God.  Please remember that I know that I am not perfect. I do 

make mistakes. I am not Mr. Perfect. But, in my heart, I love my Saviour and redeemer Jesus 

Christ dearly, and I do my very best to prepare my sermons, to translate to you His message, 

because I want God to keep me in my service and I want you to be saved. I want to be with you 

in heaven. And if you will continue to neglect me, please make sure you will NOT neglect God, 

who sent me here to bring you closer to HIM.  
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3. 

Today, we are those people from the Bible who are listening to these two groups of children. We 

are happy when we sing an upbeat hymn. We are touched and can shed tears when we sing a 

gospel song. We are moved when we hear something very meaningful from the sermon. And? 

And nothing will change. At the end of the service, as we leave the church, NOTHING will 

change in us and through us. Everything will stay the same. We will go away as we arrived. 

Nobody will be able to notice any change in us. 

This is why, with our generation, the Christian church could die out, because we don’t allow God 

to make changes in us and through us.  

The very last sentence in this passage can be translated like: The audience, who was listening to 

Jesus’ sermon, agreed with Him. Agreed with Him, but they did not make any changes from 

inside.  

Only those congregations will survive these decades who are ready to activate themselves today. 

How? People, one by one, will allow Jesus to change their hearts and they will commit 

themselves to spread the good news, inviting every outsider in. 

I am asking a favour from all of you, one by one: 

Please criticize this message today, here and now. But make a commitment, that from now you 

will accept the preached sermons as God’s words, who alone is able to sustain us and our next 

generation. Amen 


