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Serve the Lord with Gladness  

Sermon - June 10, 2018 

- How many of you use a cell phone?  

- How many of you have an iPad? 

- How many of you have a computer? 

Today we live in a different world than 60, 30 or even 10 years ago. The internet seems to rule 

everything. The internet has changed our whole world.  

If, 60 years ago, people heard about something special or fantastic, they travelled to see those 

things. Today, they go on Google on the computer and they can find those things in seconds. 

Because of technology, they can admire them things from different angles and from every 

corner. There are famous buildings in the world, which you don’t have to visit today. Just place 

yourself in a comfortable lazy boy chair and, on your laptop, you can enter into that building, 

walk through all the rooms and spend as much time in those rooms as you want to for free. 

How much time were you spending 15 years ago to find the best or the cheapest dishwasher? 

Today, most people search for everything online, pay online and the products are delivered in a 

few days.  

One morning, our daughter, as she was laying in her bed, shouted to us: “Mom, Dad, I want to 

buy a new patio set”. “OK with me”, I said. In 5 minutes, she shouted again: “It is done. It will 

be delivered in a few days.”  

If you crave a pizza, you call a number and the delivery guy will be at your door in no time. 

Today you don’t have to do grocery shopping at the store. Just go online and you can order 

everything you want and have it delivered at your door in no time.  

With technology, we have reached the point where we can live such a comfortable life in our 

lazy boy chairs. If we don’t want to, we don’t have to go anywhere. You don’t have to visit your 

friends so often anymore because, using the technology, you can see them on FaceTime, Skype 

or on Facebook as you are talking to them.  

The most challenging thing for me is that, today, you don’t have to go to the church to listen to a 

sermon. Online, you can find thousands and thousands sermons. You don’t have to drive to the 

church to listen to gospel songs because online there are thousands of hymns and you can sing 

them from your living room, or wherever you are.  

Because of this and for many other reasons, in United States, somewhere between 8,000 and 

10,000 churches close their doors every year. More than half of all churches in America added 

not one new member. 

In the last few days, as I was preparing my sermon for today, I was thinking about a very serious 

question: If today, in the 21st century, everything falls into your lap and everything can be 
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delivered to our house, why do we come to the church? And how can we make our children be 

interested in coming to the church? What is it about the church that makes it special? Why we 

should come to church? 

Thinking about this, I found that, as we sing and pray together: 

 it brings a special visitation of the Lord's presence;  

 it provides fellowship with other Christians; 

 it combines our spiritual strength in prayer; 

 we give our people a place to worship together; 

 we love our fellow worshippers; and  

 we guide them and help them. 

Community Church is about VOLUNTEERS who make a church.  

People are coming to the church because of you and me, and through us they can find GOD.  

I will mention a few area of our Volunteer groups and, if you are part of that volunteer group, I 

would like to ask you to please stand: 

- Choir 

- Board of Managers 

- Session 

- Personnel Committee  

- Minister’s Advisory Committee 

- Pastoral Care Committee 

- Christian Education Committee 

- Worship Committee 

- Mission and Stewardship Committee 

- Refugee Committee 

- Leading with Care Committee 

- VBS Volunteer 

- Sunday School Teachers and Helpers 

- Hall Monitors 

- Benevolent Fund Committee 

- Clarion Editor or Proofreader 

- Librarian 

- Kitchen Coordinators 

- Greeters 

- Elevator Attendants 

- Men’s Breakfast 

- Golf Tournament Organizers 

- Baptism Cross Maker 

- Liaison for Staff 
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- Ladies’ Fellowship  

- Sound System Staff 

- Grocery Card Sellers 

- Fix-Up/Clean-Up Day Participants 

- Those who give a ride to the church 

- Treasurer 

- Did I forget about anybody? 

Today, VOLUNTEERS are those who make significant changes in our congregational life.  

1. Our Volunteers have a deep, sincere, committed heart for God. 

2. Our Volunteers have love for God and love people. (Mark 12:30-31) 

3. Our Volunteers have a passion for God’s Word. 

4. Our Volunteers have a habit of praying. 

5. Our Volunteers have a commitment to personal growth. 

6. Our Volunteers have an ability to teach. 

7. Our Volunteers have a willingness to prepare. 

8. Our Volunteers have a dedication to the people they teach and serve. 

Many of you are highly committed to serving God, here at Calvin as volunteers, and you will 

make this place and this community attractive for those who search for community, friends, and 

helpers, for somebody who can listen to them, and would care for them. You make this church 

an attractive place with your personality and service: when you serve a person with a cup of 

coffee, when you share with them the love you feel towards God as you sing and as you pray.  

Today, people can find many things on the internet but they cannot find a personal 

relationship with YOU and with GOD.  They cannot pray and sing with you - only here in the 

Church.  

The more involved a person is in ministry as a volunteer, the more satisfied and fulfilled 

that person is in his/her private life. 

I also know that sometimes people do get frustrated serving other people. Sometimes they are 

faced with difficult circumstances, or difficult people, or a shortage of resources.  

But frustrations can be overcome if God’s people, as volunteers understand two things: 

1. who I am as a volunteer, and 

2. why am I doing what I do?  

In the Bible, Peter is telling us that God has given us a special status HERE and in His kingdom: 

"...you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 

offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ."  (1 Peter 2:5) 
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"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that 

you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light."     

(1 Peter 2:9) 

You volunteers are priests of God, and you are anointed as marks of your office. Those who 

serve God and their congregation faithfully they are a holy and royal priesthood. 

John wrote in Revelation: Jesus “… has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God 

and Father…”  (Revelation 1:6) 

Under the New Covenant you and I are to “be called priests of the LORD, you will be named 

ministers of our God...”  (Isaiah 61:6) 

Anyone who is a Christian is a priest, empowered by God to do all kinds of things. 

 “The greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 

whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”  (Matthew 23:8-12) 

Today, I have the privilege to present to you, here at Calvin, a person who, based on her 

volunteer work, was elected as Citizen of the Year 2018 in Moncton, New Brunswick. 

Somebody told me that, last year, she walked with her around the city of Moncton, and virtually 

EVERYBODY knows her in the city. Most people, who were helped by her, were calling her 

Mama Irina. This is Irina Raduly, Citizen of the Year in Moncton, New Brunswick, 2018. Irina is 

Hungarian and she immigrated to Canada in 1990. She has two children and 5 grandchildren. 

She is also my wife’s aunt, Maria’s father’s sister and she is visiting with us these days. 

I want you to understand that every Child of God has a job to do. God expects us to grow up, to 

become mature, and to serve. Let’s build the church together. 


