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Rejoice, the King is Come! 

Sermon April 9, 2017 

Dear beloved. These days as we follow our Lord Jesus Christ through His passion, we will focus 

on His stories through different eyes. On Thursday, we had an evening Lent service and we were 

focusing on Jesus with the devil’s eyes. Today, we will see him with the crowd’s eyes. On 

Maundy Thursday, we will see him with his disciple Peter’s eyes, on Good Friday with God’s 

eyes, and on Easter with our eyes. Let’s see Jesus today with the crowd’s eyes.  

Parades are great! Do you remember any parades you were watching with widely open eyes and 

enjoyment? People line the streets to watch the parade, and afterwards they have celebrations 

and maybe fireworks. Sometimes people stop and share with excitement what they saw. Being in 

the parade can be a fun time.  

Can you imagine Jesus on Palm Sunday? The capital city Jerusalem was jam packed with 

thousands of people from many countries who have come to celebrate that 1,000 years ago God 

brought his people out from slavery from Egypt and they got freedom. Their celebration changed 

into a parade. At that time, in Israel, almost everybody heard about Jesus and what Jesus did. 

 (Question to our children) 

- Did you hear about Jesus? 

- What did you hear about Him? 

- What did he do to some people?  

People heard that Jesus was coming, surrounded by His disciples. People got excited and they 

were sharing their stories with Jesus. People realized that nobody would be able to do such 

miracles, only if He has the power of GOD, because only God can heal people. Only God can 

resurrect a person from death. These people were waiting to see Jesus, to worship Him as a King.   

When Jesus arrived people shouted “Hosanna! Hosanna!” Hosanna is a Hebrew word translated 

as “Saves”. They were recognizing Him as their king, a Saviour, who can help us in every 

situation, and as Messiah, who has a Kingdom here on earth and who has another world which is 

the eternity, the heaven.  Can you imagine what a glorious time of celebration was on that Palm 

Sunday? 

I imagine, as Jesus was watching the crowd. that there were people who never saw Jesus before 

but they heard about His power and actions.  I am sure that there were people there who met 

Jesus before in person, who were touched by Jesus and their lives was changed forever.  I am 

also sure that Jesus had the ability to recognize some of them.  

I want to take a little closer look at three faces in the crowd that Jesus saw on Palm Sunday. 

Maybe we can see some of ourselves in them. 

The first familiar face Jesus saw was Mary Magdalene. Mary Magdalene’s life was changed by 

Jesus. She is a great example of how Jesus can change a life. With a thankful heart, later Mary 
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gave everything she had to Jesus, all her savings. The Bible talks about Mary many times as a 

great servant of Jesus. 

Has Jesus changed your life? Is He still changing you? He does IF you allow Him. Does your 

love for Jesus affect your pocket? Does it give you a holy boldness? Are you allowing Jesus to 

change you into something more and more like Him?  

Mary Magdalene was a face in the crowd, but she was so much more. Are you more than a face 

in this congregation?  

Another face in the crowd was Nicodemus. He came to Jesus at night to talk to Jesus. He was a 

leader of his nation. Jesus was speaking to Nicodemus when He said to him: “you must be born 

again”. Nicodemus became a great supporter of Jesus. I have no doubt he was in that crowd, 

giving Jesus praise, and I think Jesus smiled when He saw Nicodemus.  

Are you giving Jesus praise? At home, in the workplace, at school, among unbelievers, are you 

standing up for Jesus? Are you supporting Jesus?  

There’s one more face in the crowd I see! It is a little bit hard to see him. He is a little guy. He is 

the only one carrying lunch. He must have a loving mom who wants to make sure that his little 

son will not get hungry. There is a story in the Bible about him.  

Once, a big crowd, more than 5,000 people, came to listen to Jesus. They were together until late 

afternoon. As evening approached, the disciples asked Jesus to stop teaching them, and to send 

them to the stores to get some food. Jesus said that they don’t have to go away, because He and 

the disciples can feed them.  The disciples got scared saying: “We don’t have food for more than 

5,000 people.” Actually they did not have any food.  In the whole crowd, just a little boy had 

only five loaves of bread and two fish. 

That little boy offered his food to Jesus and to his disciples. Jesus said: “Bring them here to me.” 

Then Jesus directed the people to sit down on the grass. Jesus took the five loaves and the two 

fish, and looked up to heaven, He gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then He gave them to the 

disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the 

disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 

I love this story. It’s a story about a little boy who trusted and loved Jesus and he gave it ALL to 

Jesus. It is so amazing that Jesus can take just a little from your hand and He can multiply it into 

something overwhelming. From your little gift God can feed thousands.  

Many faces in a crowd but each one is familiar for Jesus. So many faces in the church and one by 

one we all are special to Jesus. Each of us has a story. One by one we all are loved and cherished 

by the Saviour.  

Today on Palm Sunday you are a face in the crowd, too. Jesus knows you by your name. Jesus 

wants to shape and bless your future. Jesus wants to work in your heart.   
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Come now to Jesus and pray this prayer from the bottom of your heart with me: 

Thank you for loving me.  

Thank you that you don’t consider me just another face in the crowd.  

Thank you for knowing me as I am and still loving me. 

Please forgive me if my faith is not always strong enough.  

Please help me to trust you always.  

Right now, I give myself to you completely, wholly, with no reservation. 

Help me, Lord, to love you more and to walk with you constantly every day. Amen 


