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Today, we heard again the order our Lord gave to the disciples before He returned 

into His glory. “Go and make disciples in all nations, teaching them to obey what I 

taught you. And I am with you all the days to the very end of the ages.” 

In the next few Sundays, I am planning to share with you a few very important 

thoughts on the importance of discipleship.   

My responsibility, given by God, is to encourage you to get stronger each day in 

your faith and to confess your faith as a Christian in words and actions. My hope is 

that, as we work together on this goal, I will grow with you and you will grow with 

me, and together we will experience how our Lord Jesus Christ will manifest His 

power and love in us and through us in this congregation, in our society, and in this 

world. 

Around us, there are people of different ages. Some people are younger; some are 

older. Faith-wise we have our own journey as well. Some have more knowledge 

about God, about our Lord Jesus Christ and about the Holy Spirit, about Salvation, 

and grace and others are collecting this information as they develop as a Christian.  

It is a blessing for me to grow here with you, step by step, and to get stronger 

together in faith and knowledge. 

Grow in faith is not a destination, it’s a journey. You never stop growing in faith.   

Our Lord Jesus Christ is expecting from us not only to collect and gain faith and 

faith experiences but also to share them in words and actions. It is very important 

to have faith but it is equally important to share it with others. 

I assume you already heard about the two seas in Israel. One is the Lake of 

Gennesaret, also called the Sea of Galilee, which is in the north part of Israel. That 

county is called Galilee. This lake is fed by the Jordan River. The Jordan flows into 

Lake Gennesaret on the north side and flows out from the lake on the south side. 

The Lake of Gennesaret is rich with fish. This is the lake in which the disciples 

were fishing. After a few hundred kilometers, the Jordan River ends into the Dead 

Sea, which is also called The Salt Sea.  

The Dead Sea is famously known for being one of the saltiest bodies of water in 

the world. Neither fish nor algae can possibly survive in water which is nearly 10 

times saltier than most oceans. The Dead Sea is the lowest point on Earth at 430.5 

meters (1412 feet) below sea level. The main reason for the salt concentration is 

that, although the River Jordan flows into it, water doesn’t flow out. The water 

from the sea evaporates, but won’t feed anything.  



This is a great symbol of our lives. We can be like the Lake Gennesaret. We can be 

fed by God, and we can share the gifts we have with others. If God’s blessings just 

flow through us, we can enrich others and also we will be richer. If we receive gifts 

from God but we won’t share them further with a thankful heart, our life will be 

empty. We will look like the Dead Sea and we won’t be able to bring people closer 

to God, and we won’t make disciples.  

We are called to show through words and actions who our Lord and Saviour is, and 

how Jesus loves people through us. The world is searching for people who can 

show them today who Jesus Christ really is, and why should they believe in him.  

I am very happy to see, here at Calvin, that we have so many wonderful people, 

who are part of different committees. They offer their lives and their time to get 

together regularly to define in which direction we should take our congregation. 

Last week, 15 people gathered on Saturday to work on Renewal and Revitalization 

of Calvin by attending a workshop focused on revising our statement of purpose 

and vision for our congregation. 

We have so many dedicated Christians at Calvin who are participating in many 

projects, and they show with their actions that they love our God and our 

congregation. Last week, I was pleased to see so many people in our church who 

were here to prepare for the garage sale. Volunteers are here weekly promoting 

shopping cards, which contributes toward our expenses. This is one way to share 

the love of God. Through their actions, serving, they confess their faith and inspire 

others to be Jesus’ disciple. They serve not just because they like to be active, but 

because they understand that this is what our Lord Jesus Christ asked them to do in 

order to impact other lives.  Our choir, serves God weekly by sharing the gospel 

through music - thank you! They are with Christ in their actions, and their actions 

are preaching to us.  

We, as disciples, have to be in a strong relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ and 

to preach about Him with our actions, so others should know Jesus through our 

activities. In their service, we see Jesus Christ, who came into this world to serve 

us. Whoever accepts these ways to serve, they will preach about Jesus. Those who 

decide not to serve, they deny our Lord.  

If you already started to serve Him here at Calvin, or somewhere else, may the 

Lord continue to bless you to know that your service is not in vain. If you would 

like to find a way to serve Jesus with your heart and hands, please come and talk to 

me and we can define in which ways the Lord wants to use your abilities and your 

talents. My hope is that you will find a lot of joy here at Calvin in serving God. As 

a fruit of your service, you will meet people who will be inspired by what you will 



do here for His glory. May the Lord bless you with a willingness to serve and to 

profess your faith with actions.  Amen 


