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Dear people of Calvin, 
  
One thing I have noticed is that when there is a job to do, the people we often think of first are the 
ones who are busiest.  I think that’s true in business, in the home and in the church.   
  
One reason for this is that those who have a lot of experience in doing work tend to be very good 
at it.  To be asked to do a task because you have the confidence of someone is a positive thing.  
It is a sign of confidence in you.   
  
It is in those moments when you have been asked to add another responsibility to your life that a 
question needs to be asked: “Am I called to do this?”  We may indeed be able to do a task, but it 
is important to not get over committed.  Therefore, a follow up question would be:  “If I take on 
this responsibility, then what am I going to give up doing?”  That can be a very hard question 
indeed. 
  
In our church, (as in so many settings in our life) we have work that needs to be done.  We have 
opportunities to have fun, and enjoy friendship together.  And, we have times for learning about 
our faith and sharing in prayer.  How can we share in these events, not just because it is a duty, 
but because it will help us to grow as individuals and as a community of faith?  How can we find 
the joy in being the church? 
  
I think about the good and caring people who are on Session and the committees of our church.  
We need to be intentional about giving thanks for the ways they help us to do ministry.  We also 
need to encourage new people to recognize that they have gifts, and a calling from God to share 
them. 
  
Do you love to sing?  Do you want to learn more about music, and how to sing in a group?  Do 
you want to join a group that cares for each other, and shares praises to God?  Then, come, and 
join the Choir and/or the Praise Team..  Our Music Director, Elizabeth Hackett, is a caring team 
leader and is supportive of people’s musical talents. 
  
What about the opportunity to learn and pray together as disciples of Jesus?  You are welcome to 
be part of the Encounter Groups on Tuesdays.  Encounter was begun by people of our church 
who longed to share opportunities for Adult Small Groups with our congregation. 
  
Have you considered joining the volunteers at the Breakfast Group?  This caring group supports 
children at Forest Hill School.   Breakfast allows children to learn better at school. 
  
These are just some examples of the life we share at Calvin.  There so many more opportunities 
to share our gifts in a unique and special community that includes persons of all ages.     
  
This summer, I encourage you to seek out rest, to enjoy the people in your care, and to be 
conscious about spending time outdoors.  I look forward to the adventure we will share together 
in the coming days.                                          
                                                                                 Blessings:    �����

 



Financial Update - In August 2008 we were able to pay off the first mortgage through 
generous gifts, fund raising events and loans from our members.  A balance remains on 
Calvin’s indebtedness in the amount of $40,000.00.   $30,000.00 in the form of loans 
owing to members of the congregation and $10,000.00 is a loan from the Presbytery.  The 
Presbytery loan is being retired at $1,000.00 per year.   Our plan was to repay $20,000.00 
of the member loans by June 2009 however we will not have sufficient funds to do so.  
One alternative is to extend all or part of these loans for another 6 months in hopes that 
we will be in a better financial situation then.  With God’s grace and the congregation’s 
financial support, we hope to be able to meet our commitments and to pay the members 
loans before we start a new chapter in our Congregational Life.   Thank you for your 
continued support.   
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May 27, 2009 - Financial Update  
 

Once again I want to update you on our financial results for the year to date.  
 
                           2009                    2008  
����������� ��������������������� �������� ������� �

             
 Receipts     $ 20,000 $101,196 $116,672 
 Expenses               19,807   113,210   115,282 
 
 Surplus(Deficits)         193  (  12,014)       1,390 
 
 
Receipts continue to be less than last year, mainly in the areas of rental income and 
contributions towards debt retirement.  The “Touch of Class Dinner” in April of 2008 
contributed about $6,000.00 towards debt retirement.  This year a Dinner Theater evening 
is being presented, for the same purpose, on June 6.  Although on a smaller scale, it will 
raise some of the funds needed to get rid of the remaining debt.   
 
Given the strength and commitment of the congregation, we can meet our obligations and 
our commitment of paying off the mortgage for the building addition this year.  
 
As always, we require continued support to meet our goals.  Our prayer is that we will 
have sufficient to meet our needs and continue God’s work here at Calvin. 
 
If you have any questions regarding these matters, or anything else to do with Calvin’s 
finances, please do not hesitate to call me at (519) 579-8600 or email me at 
fthompson@golden.net. 
 
                                                Respectfully Submitted,  
 
                                                                       ���
�������
�
 , Treasurer�
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 I would like to invite the congregation to join me in a project – 
making knitted and crocheted squares  to be used for “Touch 
Quilts” for people with  Alzheimer’s disease. This was originally 
started as a program of the Alzheimer Society of Kitchener-Waterloo 
for fabric quilts using a variety of textures (corduroy, satin, viscose, 
flannelette, etc.) to provide sensory stimulation for Alzheimer’s 

residents in long-term care facilities.  
 The coordinator is quite excited about the idea of receiving blankets made of knit 
and crocheted squares. With all the beautiful textures of yarn, colours, and stitch designs 
available today, we could provide exceptional sensory stimulation!  
 The blocks need to be approx. 5” (12.5 cm) square and can be either knit or 
crocheted in any weight of yarn. 36 blocks will be used to form a 30” square blanket.  
Donations of yarn are also appreciated. A drop-off box will be above the coat rack 
downstairs.  
 For more information, contact �������������
� at the Calvin Church office (519) 
744-4061.  

You can see the Touch Quilts Program Information Package at 
www.alzheimerkw.com/documents/TouchQuilts0910.pdf. 

 
p.s. - I’m only asking for squares. I’ve been putting together the blankets from squares 
that I make and a couple of people from Knox have given me some squares as well. If 
anyone wants to make an entire blanket though, I’d be happy to take it! 
                                                                                                                ���������
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The last social event for the season will be the �����
��	��	�  at New Dundee Park which 
will feature a potluck lunch followed by ��	
������������ , a ��������������������  
and a ���

�����������

����� . 

�	
��
��

��

���		
���������
���	���

The fall season will start in September with the ����������  on September 11th,    

and the �	

����	���
�������	�
���

����       at Doon Valley Golf Course on 
September 13th, starting at 1:00 p.m. and followed with a meal 
 



                   The Moderator’s Dinner  
On Saturday evening, April 25th, our church hosted the Moderator’s Dinner on 

behalf of the Presbytery of Waterloo Wellington.  The Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, The Rev. Cheol Soon Park was our special guest.  There were about 
80 folks who came from different churches in our Presbytery, including our own. 

 
There was wonderful hospitality provided by folks of both Joonim Church and 

Calvin Church.  There was a five course meal of Korean food.  Tables were dressed in 
cloth and flower centrepieces.  There were nametags, home made punch, coffee, tea, fruit 
and squares for dessert.  Lorna van Mossel spoke up for the whole group to encourage us 
to stand in honour of the Moderator of our denomination.  Rev. Sungho Ma shared a 
grace that he had written in both English and Korean.  He wanted it to be meaningful for 
everyone.  Mike Janzen, a Christian Jazz Pianist played for us in the gym, before the 
meal, and near the end of the meal. 

 
The group was then invited upstairs to the Sanctuary for a special program.  The 

Rev. Karla Wubbenhorst, who is the minister of Westminister-St. Paul’s Church in 
Guelph hosted us.  She introduced Mike Janzen, who played for us with passion, 
playfulness and joy.  Then Karla introduced the Moderator of the 134th General 
Assembly, the Rev. Cheol Soon Park. 

 
Just to give you some background.  Cheol Soon Park is a minister at Toronto 

Korean Presbyterian church, which has about 1500 people.  He has been active in 
leadership in our denomination, including being on Committees like Church Doctrine, 
and the Board of Knox College.  He is Clerk of Eastern Han Ca Presbytery – which is one 
of two Presbyteries that are made up of Korean congregations.  He is married to Karen, 
and they have three children. 

 
Cheol Soon Park told of the diversity he has discovered among churches that he 

has visited in Canada since June 2008.  He spoke lovingly of the people he met, and 
grounded in this relationship he challenged us.  If we focus solely on our own survival at 
all costs.  If we defend our traditions, as if they are what is most important, then we are 
destined to fail.  We need to be willing to die, to make sacrifices for the sake of sharing 
the Gospel message, and then we are going to live. 

 
Cheol Soon Park asked us to consider the challenges that business corporations 

face at this time.  Their situation resonates so well with the difficulties that we face in the 



church.  He said that we are the worst corporation because we are not listening to our 
customers. 

 
In church life, traditions need to be made anew in every generation.  We need to 

consider how people who are not Christians would feel in coming to our church.  He 
asked us to put ourselves in their shoes.  How can we make church approachable for 
them?  For people are looking for a meaningful way of life, and we have the Gospel to 
share. 

 
Cheol Soon Park invited us to reflect upon a Bible story from John chapter 2.    

Jesus was at a wedding.  The party ran out of wine, so his mother had come to him with 
the news.  But he resisted, saying that his hour had not yet come.  Cheol Soon Park’s 
interpretation was that Jesus’ public ministry had not yet started.  But then, he made the 
water into the best of wines.  Jesus’ ability to bring this kind of change was the theme of 
his whole ministry. 

 
Our Moderator’s message reminds me of what Paul wrote in his letter to the 

Romans, chapter 12:  “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of 
God to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God – what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.” 

Being transformed by God means being willing to try new things, to celebrate the 
gifts of the next generation, and make newcomers who come to join us feel at home.  It 
also means giving thanks for the wonderful heritage that we have of music, prayers, 
hospitality and outreach to our community.  It means asking our Lord Jesus to help us to 
get our priorities right. 

                                                              By:   ������������
�
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Some interesting facts forwarded by Alex Egerhazi - thought you may enjoy reading 

          

BRIEF HISTORY OF GOODS - THE AMERICAS AND CANADA    
 

in the year         
990 - Stirrups come into use in France and elsewhere in Europe   
900 - Hops are added to beer as preserver     

1050 - The harp is brought to Europe      
1124 - The first Scottish coinage is made     
1180 - Glass windows appear in English private homes    
1233 - Coal is mined for the first time in Newcastle, England    
1250 - Hats become fashionable      
1290 - Eye glasses are used in Europe      
1465 - The first music appears      
1492 - Christopher Columbus lands in the Bahamas then Cuba   
1499 - John Cabot explores from Newfoundland to New England   

1517 - 
Martin Luther instigates the Protestant 
Reformation    

1506 - The first regular newspaper appears     
1717 - The first coffee from the Americas is sent to Europe    
1519 - Horses are brought to the new world by Hernan Cortes    
1525 - The Spanish expand Christian Missionary in the Americas   
1565 - The Spanish explore and settle in Florida     

1620-1616 - Hudson, Champlain, Baffin explore Canadian waterways   
1636 - Tea drinking is introduced in Paris, France     
1664 - English take New Netherland and name it: New York    
1720 - Toronto Trading Post, called Tarantua - "Meeting Place"   
1755 - Earthquake destroyed Lisbon and Casablanca    
1788 - British name York, - in 1834 became Toronto    
1840 - Act of Union-Upper & Lower Canada became known as Canada East & Canada West  
1858 - Toronto Peninsula became an island during a big storm in April   
1867  JULY 01, CONFEDERATION - Prime Minister:  Sir John A. MacDonald  
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ADULT LIBRARY REPORT, May 2009 

��� �����&�'����(��	������
	����� : 
 
1. Three Cups of Tea, by Greg Mortenson & David Oliver Relin. Donated. 
In 1993, Greg Mortenson, a mountaineer, drifted into an impoverished Pakistan village in the 
Karakoram mountains He was kindly treated and promised to return to build a school. Over the 
next decade he built fifty-five schools – especially for girls – in the terrain that gave birth to the 
Taliban. A true story about mission work in difficult circumstances. 
 
2. The Meaning of Jesus – Two Visions, by Marcus J. Borg and N. T. Wright. Donated.  
Two scholars present alternative views of Jesus. Borg gives a liberal voice; Wright provides the 
traditional stance. In alternating chapters they present their significantly different visions of who 
Jesus was, what he taught and what he did. 
 
3. Heavens to Betsy, by Beth Pattillo. 
Reverend Betsy Blessing is a young minister. She has problems with some of her congregation 
who think she is too young, and that a man would be more appropriate to be senior minister. The 
story is funny at times, including a love story and a happy ending. 
 
4. The Good Nearby, by Nancy Moser. 
Gigi is a little girl, abandoned by her parents, and with nothing to hold on to but the memory of 
her grandmother’s love. Her story and the stories of people around her as she goes through life 
show us that sometimes good things are closer than we think. 
 
5. 1 & 2 Peter, by Max Lucado.  2 copies. 
The disciple Peter knew what it was like to go through tough times. He suffered threats, 
punishment, time in jail, beatings, and false accusations. He describes how we should act and 
respond when life isn’t fair. This is a study guide for Peter’s two books. 
 
6. Hebrews, by Howard Kramin. 
This study book provides an in-depth exploration of the book of Hebrews in twelve lessons. Each 
session includes background information, learning experiences, notes for leaders, and discussion 
starters. 
 
7. All God’s Children Got Robes, by Margaret Jansen. Donated. 
The author is a writer and a speaker. In this book she takes us through the journey of her own 
cancer and her husband’s death. She encourages us to remember that we don’t walk alone. Our 
lives are in God’s hands. 
 
8. A Year with Jesus, by Eugene H. Peterson. Donated. 
Chosen from the gospels of Matthew and John, these 365 readings will guide one on a year long 
study of Jesus’ teachings. The author is also the author of the bible translation “ The Message.” 
 
    Thank you to the donors. 

                                             "������"
���
�
%   Librarian 
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YOU SAY    GOD SAYS    BIBLE VERSES    

You say:  'It's impossible'    God says:   All things are 
possible    

(Luke 18:27)    

You say:  'I'm too tired'    God says:  I will give you rest 
   

(Matthew 11:28-30)    

You say:  'Nobody really 
loves me'    

God says:  I love you    (John 3:1   6 & John 
3:34 )    

You say:  'I can't go on'    God says:  My grace is 
sufficient  

(II Corinthians 12:9 & 
Psalm 91:15)    

You say:  'I can't figure 
things out'    

God says:  I will direct your 
steps    

(Proverbs 3:5-   6)    

You say:  'I can't do it'    God says:  You can do all 
things    

(Philippians 4:13)    

You say:  'I'm not able'    God says:  I am able    (II Corinthians 9:8)    

You say: 'It's not worth it'  God says:  It will be worth it    (Roman 8:28 )    

You say:  'I can't forgive 
myself'    

God says:  I Forgive you    (I John 1:9 & Romans 
8:1)    

You say:  'I can't manage'    God says:  I will supply all 
your needs    

(Philippians 4:19)    

You say:  'I'm afraid'    God says:  I have not given 
you a spirit of fear    

(II Timothy 1:7)    

You say:  'I'm always 
worried and frustrated'  

God says: Cast all your cares 
on ME   

(I Peter 5:7)    

You say:  'I'm not smart 
enough'    

God says:  I give you wisdom 
   

(I Corinthians 1:30)    

You say:  'I feel all alone'    God says:  I will never leave 
you or forsake you    

(Hebrews 13:5)   
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As of May 23rd, we have now raised $1,964.00 towards our goal of 
$2,500.00 which will buy a hundred bricks to build a much needed 
addition to a school in India.  We hope that you will use the envelope 

provided or mark your own envelope ���	�(��
���2���� � sometime in the next few 
weeks.                                                              ~    Thank you, ��

��

��
��&��������
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The youth group participated in a 45� ����� 
���  on the weekend of May 15 & 16 and 
raised ���������������� . Thank you to everyone who sponsored the youth group for 
this event. During their time together at the church, the young people cleaned all the toys 
and surfaces in the nursery, assembled a barbecue, cleaned tables and chairs in the 
Sunday school classes and picked up garbage outside.  
 
While this was going on, 4 other members of our Youth group attended a /)/.���������
�������	�� . It was a busy weekend for the youth of Calvin! �
 
The Christian Education committee would like to remind families that there is still support 
available for anyone wishing to put forth a late application for ������� �� !"� #����
taking place this summer. The committee would also like to remind everyone in the 
congregation that we are planning for summer Sunday school. Please listen for 
announcements in church and in the bulletin on the availability of summer Sunday 
school classes. �
 
#���
�����
��
��'����������(������  will be camp counselors again this summer at 
Camp Kintail. �
 
Lastly, please watch for a ���
	�� ��(��'
�������� �
� ����	����� to be offered to our 
Sunday school teachers, youth class teachers, nursery volunteers and youth helpers 
that will take place during church service on a Sunday later on in June. �
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At the home of Grant and Dorothy Scott 

38 Charnwood Court, Kitchener 
5:30 pm, Wednesday, June 17, 2009 

  
All men of the Church are invited to join in the food & fellowship around the 
BBQ.  Please bring a dessert or salad as a contribution plus your 
beverage of choice. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided. 
  

Extra lawn chairs are always appreciated. 
  
To confirm your attendance please call Grant Scott at (519) 743-3367 or 
Shaun Wilson at (519) 579-7538 or email at slwilson@rogers.com  
 



From the Board of Managers 
Submitted by Phil von Farra 

 
The Board of Managers would like to thank everyone for all their support with helping 
out at the .��	����������.�
�6� Approximately $1900 was raised! 
 
A lot of time and effort goes into organizing and running this event. With everyone’s 
help, you make this event possible. +���(����7� the gentlemen who set the tables up; all 
the ladies who came in on Friday to get the tables organized and for the dinner they 
prepared; all the people who came out and helped man the tables on Friday and Saturday; 
and those who helped to clean-up after the sale was over. Thanks to Ethan and Jorge who 
ran the barbeque. 
 
Our �����
� #	8,��9�
���,��� ���  is a day when we get together to do some small 
maintenance jobs, yard work and clean up around the church. This year those who came 
out to help around the church were treated to breakfast by the ����������(
���������6�
Thanks to all the men for supplying breakfast. This year we got a head start as the )�����
/���
�� helped out by picking up litter around the church and washed down tables, chairs, 
furniture, and toys in some of the classrooms. They also assembled the new barbeque. 
Thanks to the )�����/���
���������	��
������6�
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We thank you all for your support and wish everyone a safe and enjoyable summer.  

 

 
 

�,%��--%�.� ���''/����0�1��� � �

Only once every ten years is the Oberammergau Passion Play performed, and :5;5� 	��
��������"���� Rev. Robin Ross, Editor of the Presbyterian PCCWeb Daily Devotional is 
leading a tour of central Europe for 16 days, from June 21 to July 6 next year. So far, 17 
people from Victoria to Fredericton have signed up. We'll visit Frankfurt, Prague, 
Vienna, and Lucerne, taking in the Passion Play on July 1. This first class coach tour is 
truly all-inclusive, for worry-free travelling, including the cost of all side tours and 
events, breakfast and dinner each day, luggage handling, a professional tour guide, even 
tips for ALL included services, and more.  

An early booking discount applies until June 30.  

For more information, e-mail Robin Ross <rross@telus.net> or call him at 604-826-3745.  



 
Encounter  is a ministry within Calvin Presbyterian Church  where we can find practical avenues 
to enrich our lives by studies in the Word of God and teachings on Prayer, and by exposing 
ourselves to world-renowned Bible Teachers, by visits to places mentioned in the Bible to get a 
more realistic view of Biblical Times and by learning of the work of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada both locally and in the wider world.  Encounter is a ministry of the Christian Education 
Committee under the guidance of our Minister Mark Gedcke.  Encounter runs in 6-week 
segments using resources from within and outside our Church.  Encounter was launched 18 
months ago.  The organizing committee is now planning the 2009 (fall) – 2010 (winter and 
spring) Sessions and wants to plan for the future with your input.   
 
/
��	������
���
�	�
����	�$	
$
	��������(	����	��	� ��
1. I attended an Encounter Presentation. I don’t know why I decided to attend. It might have 

been the poster or church bulletin announcement that I read, “ Encounter Christian Faith 
with your Life  ” .  I really did not have time to go to church for another meeting. Nobody 
knows how busy I am … NOBODY knows.  Well, I went to a video presentation, could have 
watched it on TV. Could have had a coffee.   Well, I heard something new, at least something 
I had not thought of in the way it was said. This person on the video explained the GLORY of 
God. I don’t know what my understanding of GLORY had been, maybe something bright and 
wonderful. Anyways, this person says that God’s GLORY is the revelation of God’s 
character, all of God’s goodness, and this goodness we can see in Jesus Christ, and when we 
behave to others as Jesus does, then we are displaying God’s GLORY. WOW! 
I  would like to encourage everyone to find the time, to make the time to attend an Encounter 
Presentation. 

 
2. I was only able to attend the winter session on Tuesday afternoons.  The Charles Price video 

on "The Beatitudes" lead by Janet Gardner.  I loved it...............God sent me it to me at the 
perfect time.  I love learning and being with all ages of Calvin.  I would love to see a younger 
group of the congregation participate but time is very little these days.  Such a shame.   

 
3. From my perspective, the Encounter sessions have been very successful. Even though I was 

not able to attend this year because of the timing, I have seen more people attend than in the 
previous year. ..... You had excellent publicity this year.  As far as the time for these meetings 
is concerned, I think you just need to try what will work for most. I feel that I am not 
consistently available right now, but I am interested in attending if and when I can.  

 
Please consider  this as your personal invitation to join us in 

September 2009 when the next Encounter begins. 
p.s.    On the next page,  there is a questionnaire pertaining to Encounter.  Please complete the 

questionnaire and return it to the Church office by the end of June, 2009.  Thanks.   
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Name:  ______________________________________  phone:  (519)___________________  
(optional)  



 
 

 


