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“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.”      

(Luke 2:14) 
  

Dear people of Calvin Church, 
  

This year as we get ready for Christmas, let us give thanks for the gift of music. Luke’s 

Gospel narrates that on the night of Jesus’ birth, a host of angels started to praise God. 

Poetry took flight. Hope for a world where peace was triumphant was proclaimed. 
  

When you and I sing carols or listen to Handel’s “Messiah”, or hear on the radio a song 

like “White Christmas”, we are invited to remember the first reason why we are 

celebrating the season: “This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:12) 
  

Our God becomes incarnate to us in vulnerability, as a baby laid in a feed trough meant 

for animals because there was no room in the inn. As you and I get ready for Christmas, 

let us remember those who do not have a proper home to live, those who have been 

displaced from their homes by famine or war. They are the outsiders, the ones who do not 

fit in. Yet they find a place in the story of the Messiah’s birth. 
  
Each one of us is invited with the shepherds to come to the manger, and to see this thing 

for ourselves. Christmas is the gift found when we see someone we know who looks 

forlorn, and we go over and start up a conversation. It is found when we hear about the 

good work of the House of Friendship or Presbyterian World Service and Development 

and we give generously. It is discovered as we drive our car, and see a person with a sign 

asking for support, and our first thought is: “I wonder what his story is? I bet he has 

challenges in his life, and he needs a friend.” 

  
That is why Jesus came to be with us. The angel of the Lord tells the shepherds: “to you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 

Jesus comes to our world in humbleness, in poverty, laid in a manger for the sake of all 

those who need a helping hand.  
  
It isn’t a matter of deserving or earning. God’s love is a gift. And it is in response to the 

proclamation of both the manger and the cross that we find the strength to be kind and 

wise and compassionate. 
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I look forward to times of worship with all of you who are able to come on Sunday 

mornings. We will sing and pray and proclaim the good news of the Christ child. It is my 

hope that we will allow the song of the Angels to be with us day by day as we get ready 

for Christmas and the New Year. May we seek peace for all those whom we meet.  

  
                                                                    Shalom. 

                                                                                                      Mark 
 

                            
 

Upcoming Services: 
  

On the second Sunday of Advent,  December 4
th

, 

we will remember again the Last Supper as we share communion together. 
 

The third Sunday of Advent, December 11
th

, 

we will be blessed with our Sunday School Pageant led by Barb MacIsaac. 

This year, the youth will lead us in drama entitled: “Operation Baby King”. 
 

The fourth Sunday in Advent, December 18
th

, 

will help us to get ready for Christmas as we hear again of the angel Gabriel coming to 

Mary with unexpected news. 
 

Our Christmas Eve Service 

will be full of song and the goodness of the Christmas story from the Gospels of Matthew 

and Luke. We will come together at 7:00 p.m. 
 

On Christmas day, you are invited to join us for worship at 10:15 a.m. 

We will sing carols and give thanks for the love of God that has come down to us in such 

an amazing way. 
 

The first day of the new year is also a Sunday. 

So, very early in the morning, at 10:15 a.m., we will join together to start 2012 

with songs of Jesus’ birth and of new beginnings. 
 

                                                   

The Annual Christmas Luncheon will be held on Sunday December 11
th

 

following the Christmas Pageant Service. 

Those planning to attend are requested to bring a loaf of sandwiches 

or a container of sweets. 

Drinks and condiments will be provided. 



November 18,  2011 - Financial Update 
 

Once again it is time to update you on our current operating results for the year to date. 
Although these numbers are for the ten month period to October 23, 2011, almost a 
month ago, they are the most recent I have to report to you at this date. 
 
                         2011                        2010  
         October           YTD            YTD 

              
Receipts       $ 19,537     $203,603           $195,832 
Expenses          20,722       216,440            202,745 
 
Surplus (Deficit)      $(1,185)   $( 13,837)         $( 6,913) 
 
From the above summary it appears that we are ahead of last year, but that is only 
because this year’s figures include $17,657 of Special Projects Receipts and 
Expenditures.  Without these amounts, receipts for general operations are behind last 
year by almost $10,000.00.   
 
The good news is, we have had the Receipts for the Special Projects and as a result we 
have the new heating/cooling system in place on the roof and ready for the approaching 
cold season.  Further to that, we have most of the additional receipts in hand for the 
next Special Project, which is new carpets for the lower part of the building.  The 
Managers have had to include two of the offices in this project, which they had 
previously thought would not need doing.  This pushes the cost to about $7,700.00.   
We have about $6,360.00 of this on hand to-date, and contributions continue to come in 
almost every Sunday.  This project is now scheduled to be done during the first week of 
January while the schools are still on holidays and the church is relatively quiet.  By that 
time hopefully the remaining funds needed will be on hand. 
 
On the other hand, the not-so-good-news, as the above figures indicate, is our current 
deficit of about $14,000 compared to about $7,000 a year ago.   
 
What all of this means is, for the remainder of this year, we should be concentrating 
mainly on eliminating the deficit in current operations.  On the surface this may seem 
like a huge undertaking, but that is not necessarily so.  The last two months of the year, 
and particularly December, is a period when we usually receive larger than usual 
offerings.  Indeed last year we went from the deficit of $6,900.00 at the end of October 
to a surplus of $7,100.00 at the end of the year.  
 
As always, we require continued support to meet our goals.  Our prayer is that we will 
have sufficient to meet our needs and continue God’s work here at Calvin.  If you have 
any questions regarding these matters, please feel free to contact me. 
 

                                                          Respectfully Submitted,  

                                                                         Frank Thompson, Treasurer



Giving That Grows 
Remember this:  The person who plants a little will have a small harvest, 
but the person who plants a lot will have a big harvest.  Each one should 
give as you have decided in your heart to give.  You should not be sad 

when you give, and you should not give because you feel forced to give.  
God loves the person who gives happily.  And God can give you more 

blessings than you need.  Then you will always have plenty of everything 
– enough to give to every good work.  

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 NCV 
 

There are three types of givers in this world: sad, mad and glad.  God delights in those 
who give happily, which literally translates “hilariously.”  Hilarious giving is not 
determined by the size of a gift, but by the motive of the giver.  A farmer plants his field 
because he is motivated by the harvest it will yield.  He knows that the more seeds he 
plants, the better chance there will be of an abundant harvest.  In the same way, those 
who give generously plant their financial seeds with a purpose.  They know God will use 
their gifts to bring about spiritual growth in themselves and others, so they give happily 
and regularly. 
 
It’s true that God promises to give back to those who give.  That doesn’t mean that 
everyone who gives financially will receive more material wealth in return.  Blessings 
come in many forms, from opportunities and abilities to contentment and delight.  
Whatever blessings you receive, God expects that his generosity to you will inspire you 
to be generous to others.  
 
That’s the key to becoming a glad giver – remember who handed you the seed in the 
first place.  Everything you own is God’s gift to you.  As you hold on loosely, and 
gratefully, to what he’s given, he will guide you toward when, where, and how you can 
best share what you have with others.  As you follow his lead, you will be worshiping 
God through your actions, giving a priceless gift back to him.   
 

Ask God to help you clearly see if you are a sad, mad, or glad giver. 

Then ask him to guide you how to give more hilariously.  

 

 
 

Submitted by the Stewardship Committee



CALVIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH – Sunday, November 6, 2011 

   Remembrance Service: 
They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them. 

 
 

Participating Veterans 

Fred Berger (WW11 Veteran) – Murray Gardiner (WW11 Veteran) – Bob Johnston 

(1959-62 British Army Peacekeeping in the Middle East) – Jim McNeill (WW11 

Veteran) – Allan Webber (WW11 Veteran) 

 

Charlotte Justy (British Army in the Auxiliary Territorial Service, WWII 1943-46) 

 

 
 

Kissing under the mistletoe 
Would you believe that kissing under the mistletoe began in staid 

old England – maybe? One theory is that the Druids, pagan priests 

of ancient Britain, started it all.  They believed the mistletoe was 

sacred and therefore a charm against evil.  They used golden 

sickles to harvest it and, to keep it from touching the ground, caught in the folds of their 

priestly garments.   

Another theory is that the custom was started by the Scandinavians, who considered 

mistletoe to be a symbol of peace. When enemies chanced to meet under it, so the story 

goes, they would be required to declare a truce for the day and seal it with a kiss of peace. 

Many other superstitions have surrounded mistletoe; it was thought, for instance, to have 

the power to cure disease, to protect people from harm, to promote fertility in people and 

animals and even to induce prophetic dreams. 

Incidentally, there is a prescribed way to kiss under the mistletoe sprig:  Each person 

kissed is supposed to pluck off a berry. When the last berry is picked, the kissing should 

end. 



Missions & Outreach 
 

An update on PWS&Dôs work to bring education to girls in Afghanistan 
 

PWS&D is working with a local partner to help girls between the ages of 5-12 in 

Laghman province achieve their dreams by accessing the opportunity to attend school. 

Only 5% of girls in Laghman province currently attend school. This comprehensive 

program seeks to train teachers, provide girls with textbooks and school supplies, repair 

schools damaged from years of war, provide literacy training for parents, and raise 

awareness and support for girls’ education in the community among parents, religious 

leaders and the Ministry of Education. In a country where nearly 50% of the population is 

youth, investing in education is crucial for the country’s future.  

¶ From 2009-2010, over 3,000 girls received textbooks for their subject areas. Since 

then, an additional 1,800 student kits have been distributed, including magnetic 

boards, abacus and school bags to girls in 15 schools across the area. 

¶ To date, 30 women have successfully completed a literacy and vocational training 

program and are starting small tailoring businesses. 

¶ From 2009-2010, the program enrolled 1,350 girls in school. For the 2011-2012 

school year, PWS&D aims to increase enrollment to 1,800 girls in the region. 

Your generous gifts are helping these girls realize their dreams and build futures of 

opportunity for themselves in Afghanistan.  

 

Crieff Hills Community 
 

Crieff Hills Retreat and Conference Centre near Guelph provides an eco-friendly 

place apart for spiritual renewal and leadership development.  This Christian community 

welcomes individuals, families, congregations, businesses, schools and agencies to enjoy 

God’s creation. It offers meeting rooms, facilities and accommodations for residential or 

day visits. Each fall our youth enjoy a weekend retreat at Crieff. 

On November 11, Lawrence Pentelow, Managing Director of Crieff, shared in our 

worship service at Calvin Church. He spoke of the importance of places like Crieff Hills 

where we can get away to renew and refresh ourselves. 

 “The Pines”, personal retreat suites, were officially opened on May 14, 2011. The 

new building is part of Crieff’s renovation and expansion project, made possible through 

donations. Additional donations are needed to support renovations to the conference hall. 

Envelopes and brochures about the capital campaign are available on the Narthex table. 

 
Jobat Hostel 
 

            The Women’s Missionary Society has been successful in raising funds ($168,500) 

to build a dormitory for Jobat Christian School, which is located in the State of Madhya 

Pradesh  in India. The project will allow the children who need housing to have running 

water, washrooms, showers, study rooms and a dining room. To be culturally sensitive 

the boys and girls would have separate facilities as much as possible. Construction was 

planned to begin in February 2011 but the project is delayed as the Bhil Christians await 

permission of the local government. Calvin Church was able to give generously to this 

project. We pray for the wisdom of the local government to allow the project to move 

forward soon. Let us give thanks for the integrity and faithfulness of Bhil Christians. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madhya_Pradesh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madhya_Pradesh


They are an aboriginal people who have been at the bottom of the social system, and have 

faced discrimination, often referred to in very derogatory terms. The Presbyterian Church 

in Canada has had a relationship with the Bhil people for over one hundred years. 

Waterloo-Wellington Presbytery helped to raise funds for the Intensive Care Unit, the 

only one in the area. 

 

 
 

A lovely tradition from Germany is the Brideõs Tree 
It is believed that a married coupleõs Christmas tree needs twelve specific ornaments 

for happiness in their life journey together. 

 

The Twelve Brideõs Tree Ornaments and what they symbolize 

A Fish represents Christõs blessing, as well as fertility 

A Teapot represents hospitality 

A Bird symbolizes joy, happiness, and the Holy Spirit 

 If the bird is in a nest, then it represents confidence in the cottage or home 

An Angel or Church is a symbol of Godõs guidance 

A Rabbit reflects hope and peace with nature 

A Fruit Basket symbolizes generosity and plenty 

A Heart is a symbol of true love and love in the home 

A Pine Cone represents fruitfulness, eternity, motherhood, and fertility 

A Flower Basket symbolizes good wishes or beauty in the home 

A Rose is a symbol of affection and of the Virgin Mary 

 A yellow rose symbolizes faithfulness in the marriage 

A House represents protection or family shelter 

A Santa is a symbol of goodwill, giving and sharing 
 

More Ornaments and what they mean 

A Glass Carrot represents good luck in the kitchen 

A Star symbolizes guidance 

A Boat is representative of a couple sailing across the waters of life -both rough 

and smooth 

Colored Balls symbolize the diversity of our world 

Paper chains or garlands show that weõre all bound together 

Lights show how the love of God is reflected in a coupleõs love for one another 

The Glass Pickle is supposed to be the last ornament hung on the tree and hidden 

by parents. The child who discovered the pickle ornament would receive a  

special gift from St. Nicholas for being so observant. 

A Grape is a symbol of friendship or of sharing a glass of wine 

A Bell represents joy and merriment 



MUSIC NOTES 
Thank you 
I want to say “thank you” again for the lovely basket of flowers that was presented to me 

on Sunday, October 30 in recognition of my 15 years of involvement in the music 

program at Calvin. As I said then, I thank the personnel committee, the people of Calvin, 

and especially the Senior Choir and Praise Team who are so faithful and a great bunch of 

people to work with. It is also a pleasure to work with the Junior Choir and see their 

enthusiasm and faithfulness in coming out year after year. 

   

Special music 
Several changes have been made from what I had anticipated in the last newsletter.  

 

Glen Soulis will be with us on Sunday, December 18 for a carol sing before the service 

and to play during the morning service. 

 

Mike Erb , singer and guitarist, will be with us on Sunday, January 8 rather than in 

November. 

 

Heather Chappell and her husband will be presenting a Saturday evening concert on 

February 4. They will also be participating in the Sunday morning worship service on 

February 5. 

. 

Anticipated special music in December 
Dec.  4 – Junior Choir 
Dec. 11 – Christmas pageant with the Sunday School children 
Dec. 18 – Carol Sing beginning at 9:45 am 

 – Special Christmas music by Senior Choir 

Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve service 
Dec. 25 – Sunday morning worship with more carol singing 

 

                                                  

 

                                                           Submitted by:  Elizabeth Hackett                         
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
                                                                           A Church Sign found on the internet 

Read the Bible:  Itõs user friendly 

Plus we offer tech support here on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 



The Fellowship of the Least Coin is an international ecumenical movement of 

prayer for peace, justice, and reconciliation. 
 

This movement was begun in 1956 by Shanti Solomon of India, who was part of a 

Christian women’s mission of reconciliation to countries on the Pacific Rim. 

The divisions among people and nations were made real to her when she was not allowed 

into Korea because it did not have diplomatic relations with India.  She stayed behind in 

the Philippines, longing for a way to make all women feel part of the worldwide family 

of faith.  As she prayed, God gave her the simple but profound idea of the Fellowship of 

the Least Coin.  Today, FLC has become an ever-widening circle of prayer, embracing 

people around the world. 

FLC & YOU 
The simplicity of this movement has caught the imagination of people on every continent. 

Just as the gathering of many “least coins” yields money with which to respond to human 

need around the world so individual prayers offered by FLC participants create a strong 

force in the global struggle for peace, justice and reconciliation. 

  

You are invited to participate in the Fellowship of the Least Coin to pray for peace in our 

world and for the healing of broken relationships among individuals.  As an active 

symbol of that prayer, you set aside a penny.  Anyone – individuals or groups – can 

participate. 

WOMENõS INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL OF CANADA 
 WICC is a national ecumenical women’s organization founded in 1918.  In addition to 

sponsoring the World Day of Prayer and Fellowship of the Least Coin, WICC encourages 

women to grow in ecumenism, to share their spirituality and prayer, to engage in dialogue 

about women’s concerns, to respond to national and international issues affecting 

women, and to take action together for justice. 

  

FLC FUND 
The Fellowship of the Least Coin is a prayer movement, not a fund-raising effort.  The 

least coins are merely tokens of our prayers. 

Once a year, the least coins of each country are collected in local “ingathering” services.   

The offerings are sent to be held in trust at the WICC office, and are then forwarded to 

the global FLC fund, which is administered by the International Committee of the 

Fellowship of the Least Coin (ICFLC). 

  

Each year, the ICFLC awards grants to Christian organizations around the world. 

Requests for funds must come through a national ecumenical women’s organization – in 

Canada, WICC.  An annual list of ICFLC grants is available from the WICC office. 

Grants are made to projects in many areas including: literacy, health, social justice, 

education, leadership development, and disaster relief. 

 

 

Please pass your pennies on to Aileen Isaac to contribute to 

The Fellowship of the Least Coin 



From the Board of Managers 
Submitted by Phil von Farra 

 

The fall Garage Sale, which took place September 23
rd

 & 24
th

, was about the same as last 

fall. We raised just over $1,200.00 again. The Board would like to thank all those who 

help support the garage sale. There were many hands to help make the garage sale come 

together. 

 

As you are all aware, the special project (Rooftop Furnace/Air Conditioning unit) the 

Board was working on this spring has been installed and is working. Air conditioning 

was working in the summer and we will be moving into the heating season. 

 

We are now moving forward with our next special project, which is replacing some of 
the worn carpet in parts of the church. This includes the stairs leading downstairs, the 

hallway, all of the church offices, the stairs leading to the Sunday school area and the 

area just as you enter the Sunday school area. This work is to take place the first week in 

the New Year.  

 

We are also looking at refinishing the floor in Calvin Hall. We will be looking for people 

to help with both of these projects. Please contact Les Sherratt, Larry Brown or Phil von 

Farra if you are able to help and for more information on what needs to be done.   

 

As we come to the end of the year and we look forward to 2012, we would like to advise 

you of what the Board is planning in the spring: our annual Spring Garage Sale and the 
Fix-up/Clean-up Day. Dates and more information will follow for these events in the New 

Year. 

 

The Board of Managers would like to extend best wishes to all of you in the upcoming 

holiday season. 

 

               
 
 

Knitters - Thank you so much in being a part of the great knitting of 
pneumonia vests for India. They shipped 124 boxes on Oct. 26, 2011 so 
over 1000 vests were sent. The Presbytery of Waterloo-Wellington and 

Brampton were in on this packing. Please give pneumonia vests to 
Evelyn Witmer by March 25, 2012 for the next shipment. 

 
I will try to get the $$ amount to ship but I expect it was over $2000. The 

WMS will always accept money as well to help pay for that and they would get a receipt. 
Anyone wishing to donate to WMS can contact Helen Cleghorn 34 Huntingdon Place 
Kitchener, or 519-576-6015.  She is also my contact for sending the pneumonia vests. 

                                                           Submitted by:        Evelyn Witmer 
 



Christmas birds: peacocks, swans, geese & turkeys - Food historians tell us the 

practice of serving large, stuffed fowl for Christmas, like many other Christian holiday 

food traditions, was borrowed from earlier cultural practices. Peacocks, swans, geese and 

turkeys all fit this bill. The larger the bird, the more festive the presence. "New World" 

turkeys were introduced to Europe in the 16th century. For many years, these "exotic" 

turkey birds only graced the tables of the wealthy. Working-class English Victorian 

families, like the Cratchits in Charles Dickens' Christmas Carol, belonged to Goose 

Clubs. In America, turkey (wild and plentiful) was a natural choice for the Christmas 

feast. And yet? Our survey of historic newspapers reveals the goose still commanded a 

traditional place on the Christmas table through the 19th century. Some traditions die 

hard.  

Buche de Noel - Buche de Noel is one of many traditional cakes baked at Christmas. 

As the name suggests, it is of French origin. The name of this recipe literally translates as 

"Christmas log," referring to the traditional Yule log burned centuries past. The 

ingredients suggest the cake is most likely a 19th century creation. That's when thinly 

rolled sponge cakes filled with jam or cream and covered with buttercream icing begin to 

show up in European cook books. Marzipan and meringue, typically employed for 

decorative purposes, date to the Medieval Ages and the 17th century respectively. 

Why do we call it gingerbread? - "The cakelike consistency of gingerbread bears 

little resemblance to bread, so it comes as no surprise that gingerbread has no 

etymological connection with bread. It was originally, in the thirteenth century, 

gingerbras, a word borrowed from Old French which meant 'preserved ginger'. But by the 

mid-fourteenth century, -bread had begun to replace -bras, and it was only a matter of 

time before sense followed form. One of the earliest known recipes for it, in the early 

fifteenth-century cookery book Good Cookery, directs that it be made with breadcrumbs 

boiled in honey with ginger and other spices. This is the lineal ancestor of the modern 

cakelike gingerbread in which treacle has replaced honey." 

About gingerbread shapes - "Gingerbread was ...ornamented by impressing designs 

within wooden moulds. The moulds were sometimes very large and elaborate and 

beautifully carved. In England, such confections were bought at fairs and, together with 

other sweet treats, were known under the collective name of 'fairings'. The habit of 

shaping gingerbread figures of men and pigs, especially for Bonfire Night (5 November) 

survives in Britain." 

"The first gingerbread man is credited to the court of Queen Elizabeth I, who favored 

important visitors...with charming gingerbread likenesses of themselves...After the 

Grimm Brothers' tale of Hansel and Gretel described a house "made of bread," with a 

roof of cake and windows of barley, German bakeries began offering elaborate 

gingerbread houses with icing snow on the roofs, along with edible gingerbread 

Christmas cards and finely detailed molded cookies. Tinsmiths fashioned cookie cutters 

into all imaginable forms, and every woman wanted one shape that was different from 

anybody else's...Most of the cookies that hung on nineteenth-century Christmas trees 

were at least half an inch thick and cut into animal shapes or gingerbread men..." 

http://www.foodtimeline.org/foodmeats.html#turkey
http://www.foodtimeline.org/foodcakes.html#sponge
http://www.foodtimeline.org/foodcakes.html#icing
http://www.foodtimeline.org/foodcandy.html#marzipan
http://www.foodtimeline.org/foodpies.html#lemon


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Halloween Party           The Halloween party was an amazing time!  We had a great 
collection of costumes there!  The kids enjoyed a time of group games.  We rolled 
pumpkins, played tag, had a cake walk and many other games!  The catwalk was a 
wonderful time where everyone had a chance to display their great costumes.  Like all 
great Halloween parties, there was many delicious treats!  Of course the youth had to 
down a couple of not so delicious drinks in our good, bad, and ugly game.  The final part 
of the evening was taking the kids blindfolded through the haunted fear factor.  They all 
made is out successfully but that wasn't without a few screams first.  Overall, a very 
great time was had by everyone!  

 

PYROS!         The youth group had a great time getting into the Halloween spirit 
with hosting the Halloween party but going out themselves.  PYROS attended Snyder’s 
family farms Night Terrors! We started our journey on the haunted hayride where we 
had to get off and walk through the corn to find our way back to the hayride.  Here we 
were chased by, well, not really sure … we didn’t look back. Then as we continued down 
the path, we were attacked by people with chain saws and picks.  Most were scared and 
others downright terrified.  When the ride ended, we had to get off and walk through 
the corn maze.  We reached what was a fun house gone wrong.  The scariest clowns you 
have ever seen and let’s just say it freaked us all out!  But we finally made it to the end 
when we were able to catch our breath.  Finally, there was the haunted house and not 
all were brave enough to enter! Overall, a great time was had by the entire youth 
group!  

Family Movie Night           The movie night was a wonderful time!  We had a great 
turn out and many of the kids that attended our VBS came out with their parents! The 
movie that was shown was the Wizard of Oz.  We had many rainbow themed snacks as 
well lots of popcorn.  There was a bit of trivia for the pre-show and then we enjoyed 
spending time together watching a classic movie!  There is going to be another movie 
night, which is planned to happen in January! 



The Menõs Breakfast Group 
 

This group of men meets once a month, on the 3
rd

 Saturday (unless there is a conflict) for 

breakfast and a time of reflection. The group periodically invites guest speakers to 

challenge us. The strong core is made of men from Calvin. At our latest meeting in 

November, 2011, there were nearly as many men from other churches as from Calvin.  

We are truly becoming a Men’s Group for the Community.  
 

Breakfast begins at 7:30 am in the kitchen on the designated Saturday. Typically there are 

approximately 20 men for breakfast but our numbers have been below that lately. We 

therefore, encourage you to consider joining our group for a good time and fellowship. 
 

What has been presented should be of interest to many of the men in our Church.  In 

September, we had the opportunity to learn about CPR in advance of the new defibrillator 

which has just been installed in the Church. We are now ready to help someone in need 

until the ambulance arrives. October’s meeting welcomed Reuben St. Louis, an MDiv 

student in his 3
rd

 year at Knox. Reuben spoke about the current changes that are moving 

through the Presbyterian denomination with a focus on one of his interests, namely 

liturgical music. (Reuben, on Sunday, November 20, 2011, was our guest preacher and 

delivered an excellent sermon along with some of his music.) Our latest speaker in 

November, was Lawrie Carter who spoke to us to us on Church Architecture. Some 

thought the presentation would be about Presbyterian Church architecture, but all were 

given an interesting presentation on Church architecture even in Europe. A bonus for 

those of you who remember Adam Brooks, (Chiropractor) who spoke to us earlier this 

year - he has a Christmas offer. If interested, please call Bill Woods for details.   
 

Where do we go from here? December will be our Christmas time together with Les 

leading us on a jam-making adventure following Chip Duncan's delicious style. 

Annually, we are pleased to be able to bring cookies and juice to the Church for the 

Christmas Eve service. 
 

Please join our group and bring a friend who might enjoy the camaraderie without the 

need to take on a task, other than arrive for breakfast. 
 

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and all the best in the New Year! 
 

For more information contact:   Bill Woods, Coordinator     519 208-2973         

                                                   Les Sherratt, Chief Chef 519 570-1263 

 

A child s view of the Bible - - - After the Old Testament came the New Testament. 

Jesus is the star of The New. He was born in Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish I had 
been born in a barn too, because my mom is always saying to me, ñClose the 
door! Were you born in a barn?ò It would be nice to say, ñAs a matter of fact, I 
was!ò) 



Ladiesõ Fellowship Group 

Christmas Bazaar and Luncheon 

Saturday, December 3rd ð 9:30 a.m. ð 1:30 p.m. 

Calvin’s Christmas Bazaar – where we are able to create a room full of 
beauty, smiling faces, and share our talents.  Yes, much satisfying effort 
goes along with it but with all the wonderful contributions from so many 
of you, we feel blessed.   
We are grateful for whatever you can contribute, whether you can bake, 
make, create, serve, or bring a friend, shop, and have lunch.   

Once again we will package special Christmas Cookies that we need by Wednesday Nov. 
30th at 1:00 p.m.   
We need other baking on Friday (but won’t turn any away on Saturday morning) when 
we will set everything up.  Please try to bring your baking ready for sale and sable the 
contents, esp. nuts.   
We also appreciate your crafts, knitting, etc, items for the Children’s Table and the 
Treasure Table.   
We need our musclemen to set up tables at 9:00 a.m. on Friday and some to wait on 
tables on Saturday.  We need helpers for the bake table, as well as greeters.   
Please call Betsy Dickie, Bazaar Coordinator at 519-744-6633 with what YOU will do and 
also if anything needs to be picked up.  Invitations are available for posting or sending – 
see Betsy. 
Also, note the special wood items and quilts in the Narthex.  They are FOR SALE and 

YOU get the first chance to BUY THEM NOW.  We will NOT be selling tickets.  These 

beautiful wood items were made and donated by Bob Johnston: deacon’s bench - $200; 

wishing well – $100; quilt rack - $60; and the clock - $65.   

Betsy donated the quilts - $150 each. 

The Ladies Fellowship Group thanks you 
for supporting and sharing in this special event! 

 

 

Cakes of all shapes and sizes (including smaller items such as cookies) have been part of 

festive holiday rituals long before Christmas. Ancient cooks prepared sweet baked goods 

to mark significant occasions. Many of these recipes and ingredients (cinnamon, ginger, 

black pepper, almonds, dried fruits etc.) were introduced to Europe in the Middle Ages. 

They were highly prized and quickly incorporated into European baked goods. Christmas 

cookies, as we know them today, trace their roots to these Medieval European recipes. 

Dutch and German settlers introduced cookie cutters, decorative molds, and festive 

holiday decorations to America. German lebkuchen (gingerbread) was probably the first 

cake/cookie traditionally associated with Christmas. Sugar cookie type recipes descended 

from English traditions. Did you know Animal crackers began as edible ornaments?  

http://www.foodtimeline.org/#gingerbread
http://www.foodtimeline.org/foodcookies.html#sugarcookies
http://www.foodtimeline.org/foodcookies.html#animal

