Calvin Clarion

Calvin Presbyterian Church Spring 2011
248 Westmount Road East, Kitchener, Ontario N2M 4Z1
Telephone 519-744-4061 e-mail — calvin@calvinchurch.ca

Editor — Lois Edwards

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means
Teacher). Jesus said to her “Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘l am ascending to my Father and your Father,
to my God and your God.”” - John 20:16-17

Dear Calvin People,

We live in a world full of distractions. You can surf the T.V. or the internet all day long.
You can listen and watch for tidbits of gossip about famous people you have never met.
You can go to malls and look at vast arrays of gadgets, toys, clothes, perfumes and candy.
It is easy to let time pass by, and have nothing to show for it.

Lent is a helpful season for those of us who sometimes take our days for granted. Lent is
a time to journey with Jesus as he travels to Jerusalem helping, teaching, and healing. We
get ready for Good Friday, and for the sudden death of our Lord. With the first disciples,
we feel the shock and the devastation. It was not supposed to be like this!

For all of us who have faced suffering and loss, the Gospel story of Jesus’ Passion
supports us and challenges us. The story comforts us to know that our God is with us in
the most difficult times of our life. It also calls us to remember the finiteness of our life,
and to realize how precious each moment is.

The songwriter, Jim Croce, wrote these words:
If I could save time in a bottle
The first thing that 1'd like to do.
Is to save every day till eternity passes away,
Just to spend them with you.

Let us consider who are the ones in our life whom we cherish, and whom we are called to
serve. How much time do we spend with them? How much effort do they receive from
us?

The promise of Easter is new life. It is the beautiful news that our Lord Jesus calls us by
name. Then, he sends us forth to share the good news of God’s resurrection love.

God’s peace be with you. Mark


mailto:calvin@calvinchurch.ca

Come, let us worship God!

Sunday, April 17" is Palm Sunday
Come let us join in the procession welcoming Jesus led by the children!

Thursday, April 21°" is Maundy Thursday
At 7 PM, let us remember Jesus’ last supper with his disciples.

Friday, April 22" is Good Friday
At 10:15 AM, let us journey with Jesus to the cross.

Sunday, April 24™ is Easter Sunday
We will celebrate the good news that Jesus is risen!
We will celebrate communion together!

Justice Film Festival - The KAIROS 7he Land, Our Life: Indigenous
Rights and Our Common Future 2011 program encourages support for the
implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples.

1 Our Land, My People - The film tells the story of the decades
long struggle of the Lubicon Cree for control of their own
traditional lands.

1 Saturday, April 9, 2010 at 7 p.m.

1 Calvin Presbyterian Church
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The Seven Wonders of the World

1. To See
2. To Hear
3. To Touch
4, To Taste
5. To Feel
6. To Laugh
7. TolLove

Author unknown
Forwarded by: Ernie Walker



March 2011 - Financial Update

Once again it is time to update you on our current operating results for the year
to date.

These numbers for March are “hot off the press” and have not been seen or
discussed by either the Managers or the Session.

2011 2010

March YTD YTD
Receipts $ 20,097 $52,624 $58,640
Expenses 21,043 59,999 65,243
(Deficit) $(_946) $(_7.375) $( 6.603)

As you can see above, we are falling behind where we were a year ago. The
lower revenue figures were first noticed in January, and have reoccurred again in
March. (February’s numbers were about the same as last year.) The deficit for
the first three months is not much different from last year because expenses are
also less than they were in 2010. However, most of this decrease in expenses is
the result of the present reduced hours of the Christian Education Coordinator.
In the near future, we expect that expenses will return to normal and deficits will
increase unless additional revenue is generated.

As | have mentioned in past reports, we are in the process of replacing the
heating/cooling unit on the roof of Calvin Hall. For further information on this
project, and other long-term projects please see the separate report from Bonnie
Street, Chair of the Finance Committee.

As always, we require continued support to meet our goals. Our prayer is that
we will have sufficient to meet our needs and continue God'’s work here at Calvin.

If you have any questions regarding these matters please feel free to contact me.

Respectfully Submitted,
Frank Thompson, Treasurer
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How a 20 dollar bill seems like such a large amount
when you - Donate it to church ---

But such a small amount when you go Shopping?




LONG TERM FI NANCI AL SSJPDATE

We now know that our Rooftop furnace/Air conditioning unit will cost us
$17,500.00 (net of HST Rebates to be received). So far, we have raised
$17,000.00.

Thank- you to the people of Calvin.
Delta Air is allowing us to pay them in 3 installments — 50% when the work is
done in April, 25% in July and the remainder in September.

At the Annual Meeting in February 2010, we were asked to prepare a 5 year
Forecast so that we would have some idea of upcoming expenses. This would
allow us to be more proactive and to be better prepared to meet major
expenditures. We want to share that Forecast with you.

Date to be completed Description Expected cost
2011 Furnace/Air Conditioning | $17,500.00 (actual cost)
Unit

2011 Alarm system $1,000.00

2012 Carpet (entire church) $15,000.00

2013 Paint (entire church) $15,000.00
Undetermined Parking Lot (paving) $45.000.00
Undetermined Ceiling in Calvin Hall Undetermined
Undetermined Window replacement * Undetermined

1 There are approximately 40 windows that eventually will need to be
replaced, including the windows in the sanctuary. One idea is to offer the
option of having an individual/family replace a window in memory of a
loved one.

As usual, any or all of these items could be delayed or cancelled if an unforeseen
expense occurs or if the board and/or congregation feel that we are not in a
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financial position to proceed. Contributions can be made by indicating 6 Speci al

Pr oj eoothes3d line of your offering envelope.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Frank Thompson or any
member of the Board of Managers.

Bonnie Street
Finance Chair, Board of Managers
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Country Blend

Tribute to
The Legends of Country Music.
Hear the music of
Kitty Wells, Loretta Lynn,
Dolly Parton, Johnny Cash,
The Statler Brothers,
and more.

Calvin Presbyterian Church
Sunday, May 22™
7:30 p.m.

Tickets $20.00

Tickets on sale soon
For more information contact
Earle Guild
at 519576-0568

Proceeds to:
Cal v yPesc i _al Project Fund?®
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ADULT LIBRARY REPORT, March 2011

1. Mudhouse Sabbathby Lauren Winner.

Lauren Winner converted from Judaism to Christianity. In this book she presents eleven
Jewish spiritual practices which can help Christians in their view of the world and of
God. At a time when we are so aware of the differences between Judaism and
Christianity, what we can learn from each other is refreshingly welcome.

2. The Orthodox Heretic by Peter Rollins.

This book contains thirty-three short stories. Each story has a message to Christians of all
denominations, and each has a commentary to explain it more fully. Some stories are
biblical parables, others are revised parables. The author emphasizes that the central
message of Christ is love.

3. The Imam & the Pasta, a DVD by Fltfilms.

This is a story about Muslim-Christian relations. It takes place in Nigeria and goes from
vengeance and Killing to healing and friendship. It is an inspiring story of grass-roots
peace-building that gives hope to humanity.

4. The Awakening,by Debra White Smith. Donated.
A stunning story of faith and forgiveness, the Awakening highlights the transforming
truth of love and God’s powerful provision.

5. Pesistent Poverty, by Jamie Swift, Brice Balmer and Mira Dineen.
In preparation for this book, the three authors had several hundred volunteers talk to
several thousand Ontario people who described the effects of poverty in their lives. The
stories tell of suffering from low incomes, inadequate housing, lack of opportunities,
hunger, and loss of human dignity. The need for change is stressed and suggestions made
for politicians and individuals to make a difference in the lives of vulnerable people.

Audrey Anderson

Librarian

Note from your editor:
Audrey is giving up her job as Librarian for Calvin after many —
many years. We wish her all the Best of Wishes and we also thank
her for all her years of dedication in keeping track of all those

books.
Qh{/
Thank you Audrey.

We welcome our new Librarian - Janet McDougall.
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Spring Encounter Sessions - 2011

Tuesday Evenings
7:15-8:45 p.m., April 5-May 10
The Letter of Paul to the Philippians

This letter was written by Paul to the new fledgling congregation at Philippi while
Paul was imprisoned for the proclamation of his faith in Jesus Christ. Consisting of only
4 chapters, Paul nevertheless supports and challenges the new congregation to be of
one mind and to support one another in a spirit of love. This is not unlike what we would
want from one another here at Calvin.

This study will be led by various leaders and we are planning on reading this
letter in a more leisurely fashion. We are especially hoping and encouraging a sharing of
our own experiences as we read through the Bible verses together.

Everyone is welcome, no matter what your faith or biblical background might be.

Sunday Mornings
9:00-9:45 a.m., May 1-29
Imagine getting out your Sunday morning door a little earlier!

Come and join us for fellowship and sharing. We will read the biblical passages
that pastor Mark will preach on that Sunday morning. We will also pray together and talk
about how we can personally relate to these readings.

This group will be led by various leaders and allow us to be more informal as we
share over coffee, tea, orange juice, and muffins.

Babysitting will be available as required.
Everyone is most welcome for one or more of our sessions
during the five Sundays in May.

e A fodhid e

Jj:j MUSIC NOTES

Taize service - On Sunday, March 27, there was a Taize service at St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church in the evening. These services are held once a month at different
churches in the region. They are services of quiet reflection through scripture and song
and prayer. One of the purposes of the service is to encourage unity among Christians of
different denominations. Services have been held in United, Mennonite, Roman Catholic
as well as Presbyterian churches.

Calvin will be hosting a Taize service in February of 201Pwould encourage members
of Calvin to attend one of these services and experience first-hand the Taize style of
worship.
Upcoming services:
Palm Sunday — April 17, 2011 at 7:30 pm — St. Agatha Catholic Church
Sunday, May 29, 2011 at 7:30 pm — St. Anthony Daniel Catholic Church,
(located at 29 Midland Dr., Kitchener (corner of Ottawa St. & Franklin St.)

forwarded by: Elizabeth Hackett



In January of 2009, my sister, Cathy Finlay, went on a Mission Exposure trip to

i Nicarauguawith others from the Presbyterian Church in Canada. This is a piece she

i wrote for Women's Perspective sharing her experience there and how it affected her life.
| Forwarded by: Sandra Chappell (printed with permission of her sister — Cathy Finlay)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Growing in Faith, Wisdom and Humility
Living out the Message

The newest photo on my fridge gallery depicts three new members of my global church
family: a Baptist pastor, his wife Elena and their daughter, Yanci., my Nicaraguan hosts
for a mere 24 hours. Let me share with you some of their impact on my life.

Yanci and her parents live in an isolated village in the mountains of Northern Nicaragua.
Her father travels by bicycle to visit his parishioners. They have no electricity in their
village. Cooking is done on a wood-fired cement stove with no ventilation pipes. The
latrine is up the hill behind the house. The shower is located in the field, beside the well,
and water for household use is carried in pails from the field.

They welcomed us into their community and into their home, generously and joyously
sharing their life experiences and their food, despite its scarcity. Of many moving
experiences in that community, one that stands out for me occurred as we were preparing
to depart; when Elena asked if she could keep a photo of my siblings that | had shared
with her in my very limited Spanish. As Canadians, we are accustomed to giving and
receiving much more lavish gifts than a photograph; how humbling it was to see that
photo requested and received as a treasure.

These were only three of many people we encountered on our trip, people who have
influenced the direction of my faith journey. After returning from Nicaragua | wrestled
with several options: I could continue on with my life as it had been before the trip, but
that was simply not feasible, since God was nudging me down another pathway. | could
increase my financial tithing, and | considered sending financial aid to one of the many
charities in Nicaragua that need funds, but I have never been satisfied with the short-term,
band-aid solution of a hand out. Although retirement had limited my income, my time
was an unlimited commodity that | could invest in helping others. | decided to tithe my
time.

I began this trip thinking of Micah’s words: “what does the LORD require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?.” (Micah 6:8 NRSV)
Supporting the work and mission of my own congregation and that of PWS&D and
Presbyterians Sharing has always been the way | have chosen to seek justice.

Several months after the trip, after much reflection and prayer, my focus has expanded to
include these excerpts from the first chapter of James, subtitled Living Out the Message.

Let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not
produce God's righteousness. Therefore, ...welcome with meekness the implanted word



that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers
who deceive themselves. For ... those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and persevere, being ... doers who act--they will be blessed in their doing.... Religion
that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. (James 1: 19 — 27, NRSV)

All my life I have been much more a Martha than a Mary, a ‘doer of the word and not
merely [a] hearer” (although hopefully I listen well enough that my actions are part of
God’s plan). This passage has impelled me to use my time to import fair trade,
Nicaraguan arts and crafts here to Canada. | have become a member of Faces of Fair
Trade (www.facesoffairtrade.com), a group of like-minded people working
collaboratively to improve the living conditions of people around the world. We work in
partnership with the artisans, valuing their skills and their dignity, aiming for long term
and sustainable solutions to the problem of poverty.

Thanks to Lindsey Hepburn —Aley, Denise van Wissen-Zuniga and Presbyterians Sharing
for making this experience possible.

For more information about Faces of Fair Trade, please visit our website at
www.facesoffairtrade.com
We work not only as individual companies, but also as an entirety, bringing caravans
of fairly traded products to your home or school or church.

A Positive Good News Story - itis a true story of what good parents Marjorie and Bill
Joseph were and now her children are being good to her.

As | say in the story | do not remember Deb (the only daughter) being in on any of the climbing
trees.

Forwarded by: Evelyn Witmer
When her boys (never mentioned Deb in this so she must not have done it) were young and like all
parents before the first day of school the boys got new pants and shoes for them to wear
on the first day.
WELL , the Joseph boys (three of them), would go and climb trees and play whatever
boys that age do and when they got home they would have holes in the knees of the pants
and the shoes would be all scuffed up and no longer looking like ‘new clothes’.
BUT did Marj get upset with them? NO. What she did was, she went to the Sunbeam
Home where the disabled children were/are and she would see the children who could
never climb trees, scuff the shoes, in fact, they had no shoes at all! They would never run
or fall or whatever.
THEN she went home patched the pants for school again, and thanked God that her
boys could do all those things.

| think Deb was so loved by all in her family that she probably never did any of those
things but if she had, her parents would have treated her the same.


http://www.facesoffairtrade.com/
http://www.facesoffairtrade.com/

Did you know . ......
The Worl ddobs | argest |

Is located in Veqreville, Alberta,
Canada?

Of all things, why an egg? The story
began in 1973 when the Alberta
government established the Alberta

: Century Celebrations Committee to co-
ordinate the Centennial Celebrations of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police to be held in
1974. The committee was to distribute funds to communities that wished to build a
monument to the R.C.M.P.

Numerous suggestions were made but the best by far was a giant Easter Egg symbolizing
the peace and security the Mounties had offered the area’s pioneers and their
descendants. The exquisite and intricate decoration of Easter eggs is a Ukrainian folk art
known the world over. ---- The Ukrainian word for Easter egg, Pysanka, comes from the
verb pysaty — to write.

Thousands of tourists from around the world visit VVegreville annually and marvel at the
Pysanka. It measures 25.7 feet long, 18 feet wide, and stands 31 feet high. It is one of the
premier tourist attractions on the Yellowhead Highway. The Pysanka rests on a 27,000
pound base of concrete and steel and turns in the wind like a weathervane.

Traditional Easter egg design, and three colours were usedronze, silver and gold —
to symbolize prosperity. Bronze is the predominant colour of the design and suggests the
“good earth”, the land on which our forefathers struggled for survival and existence.
Five distinct symbols make up the designThe radiating gold starson the end sections
symbolize Life and Good Fortune. The three-pointed stars in alternating gold and
silver, symbolize the Trinity, representing the strong devotion to the faith of our
ancestors. The band of silver circumscribing the Pysanka, with no beginning or end,
symbolizes Eternity. On the central barrel section, gold and silver windmills with six
vanes and pointsymbolize a Rich Harvest. The most prominent motif of the design —
thes i | v er wtbatpbird te thetcemter fram the silver band — symbolize the main
message of Protection and Security afforded our pioneers by the R.C.M.P.

The dedication message is written in four languages: English, Ukrainian, French and

German. Itreads:A" Thi s Pysanka (Easter Egg) symboli zes:s
culture of the community and is dedicated as a tribute to the One-Hundredth

Anniversary of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police who brought peace and security to

the largest multi-cultural settlement in all of Canada.”



FEBRUARY 2011 POTATO BLITZ
@ Again, in February 2011, Calvin Church members put their shoulder to the
¢ Vj" wheel and helped in making this year’s POTATO BLITZ for the HOUSE OF
N FRIENDSHIP a great success.

The participating volunteers were able to collect over $1,500.00 from the two stores
assigned to us - namely Sobeys at Fisher Hallman & Columbia and Zehrs at Conestoga
Mall. Additional cheques etc. collected at Calvin brought our total to $1,795.00for the
House of Friendship

Together with other participating churches over 171,000 Ibsof potatoes were provided
for distribution by the House of Friendship.

Many, many thanks to the following volunteers - the Mitchell family, the Dreyer family,
Samantha Harrington, Gil Cyr, the Tomchick family, George Vanderschaaf,
Al McDougall, Betty Jane Rose and Les Sherratt.

Your Calvin Co-ordinator — Grant Scott
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FELLOWSHIP OF THE LEAST COIN
Thank you to everyae who saved their pennies, our i L e a s t foCpoojeats O ,
undertaken by the Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada, and other
organizations around the world. In 2010, we submitted $80.00 towards these projects.
Please continue to save your coins throughout 2011, and either give them to me or place
them in my mail slot at church.

People around the world participate in the Fellowship of the Least Coin by contributing
their least coin towards many different projects. These gifts can make significant
differences in people’s lives. | would like to share excerpts of one story that was
included in a recent publication of the news magazine put out by the WICC.

This story is about Beatrice, a young girl living in an African country. She had never
been to school even for one day. Her opportunity to go to school changed when an
organization sent two goats to Africa and one of the goats was given to her parents. The
goat gave birth to twins, the milk was sold for cash, and when money began to
accumulate, her parents decided to send Beatrice to school at the age of nine. She soared
to the top of her class through elementary, middle school and high school. She was the
first person in her village to receive post secondary education. Upon her graduation from
college she said “I'm the luckiest girl alive because of a goat!” God has amazing ways
to bring about hope and change.

As we collect our pennies, let us pray that God will use us and our gifts to bring about
hope and change in our world.
Submitted by A4ileen Isaac



MISSION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE

There is no specific fund-raising project at this time, although the attention of the
congregation has been drawn to the recent and ongoing disaster in Japan and the need for
donations which can be made through our offering envelopes to Presbyterian World
Service & Development "Japan Earthquake".

Contact is being maintained with the Fernandez family recently denied refugee status
and deported to Costa Rica and Columbia. Their plight is still quite desperate, as John &
Magaly have no work and very little money and they cannot live together permanently,
having been sent to two different countries. The situation has been brought to the
attention of the Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism.

The sponsorship application of Ivett Saldana by her husband Roberto has not yet
received approval. There is a deportation order pending following the denial of her
refugee application. Ivett and Roberto have a son, Diego, who was born July 2010 in
Canada.

Our prayers are with these families as they face and have to deal with these tremendously
stressful situations.
Submitted by: Ernie Walker
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The custom of new clothes for Easter goes back to early Christianity and what was
known as white weelVhite weekwas a time that newly baptized Chrissavore white

linen robe for a whole week to symbolize their rebirth and new life. The new Christians
were paraded around the countryside, lead by a crucifix, to show people that they were
starting a new life. The other church goers would wear new clothes

The broader English tradition of new clothes at Eastethas been noticed in late 16th
century references by Peter Opie, who noted Mercutio's taunting of Benvolio in Romeo
and Juliet: "Did'st thou not fall out with a Tailor for wearing his new Doublet before
Easter?" In Samuel Pepys' diary, 30 March (Easter Day) 1662, he notes
Having my old black suit new furbished, | was pretty neat in clothes to-day, and my boy,
his old suit new trimmed, very handsome.

Poor Robin, an 18th-century English almanac maker, offered the doggerel

At Easter let your clothes be new
Or else be sure you will it rue.

and the notion that ill-luck would dog the one who had not something new at Easter
expanded in the 19th century.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Opie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercutio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benvolio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romeo_and_Juliet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romeo_and_Juliet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doublet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Pepys
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poor_Robin

From the Board of Managers

The Board of Managers is starting to make plans for the Spring Garage Sale. The dates
for the garage sale are Friday April 15 & Saturday April 16. We are looking for
donations of clothing, toys, books, household goods, tools and furniture. Please make
sure that these items are clean and in good working order. Due to the limited storage
space at the church, we ask that you drop off these items at the church the week of the
sale and that they are clearlymarke d &6 Gar age Sal eb

The Board can also do pick-ups if you should need one. To arrange for a pick-up, call the
church office @ 519-744-4061, Phil von Farra @ 519-745-3289 or speak to any Board
member to have this arranged.

There is a lot of work to make this sale happen so we are looking for people to give us a
hand. Where can you help?
- We need people to set the tables up, put items on the tables on Thursday evening
- On Friday (during the day) we need people to finish setting up and pricing and at
the sale on Friday evening.
- On Saturday people are needed for the sale and clean up after the sale.
- We are actually looking for quite a few people on Friday evening as this is when
we find the largest crowd comes to the church.
- Please take the time to come out and help wherever you can.
- There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for people to sign.
- High School students - this is an opportunity for you to earn some volunteer hours
you need.

Feel free to take the time to come to the sale and see what treasure you may .
find. Let your family, friends and neighbours know about our garage sale.

The other event that the Board would like to draw to your attention is the
Z——:‘T__ Annual Fix-up/Clean-up Day scheduled for Saturday May 14
This is a day where we do some minor repairs and clean up inside and
N outside the church,
If you have some time on this day, come out and lend a hand. We are able to accomplish
quite a bit this day. More information will follow about this event as we get closer to it.
Submitted by: ®hil von Farra
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Many thanks to my Calvin family for all the good wishes, cards and flowers I received
in January at Calvin Hall. It was wonderful to see so many friends come down to
celebrate with us and enjoy some cake in honour of my 80th birthday. Thanks also to
the ladies in the Ritchen who set up, helped serve and cleaned up.

I will always remember this day. Helen Brown, Lois and Gord.




Board of‘!(/ianagers
Garage & Rummage

3Q

Fri. Apr. 15th

6:00pm to 8:00pm

Sat. Apr. 16th

7:30am to 12:00 noon

sporting goods & toys etc. are requestéd. Please ensure
electronic items and/or computer
components are in working condition!
., We would ask that articles be
brought to the church

during the week prior to the (e/ y/
sale (April 11th - April 14th). ‘ "
—_— — )

If you have any items you wish to be picked
up please call Phil von Farra or Larry Brown to & )
arrange a time and date. We reserve the D &

right to not pick up abnormally heavy /
or awkward items!

We will need help setting up for the garage sale
on Thursday April 14th @ 7:00pm & Friday April
15th in the afternoon. Friday April 15th and
Saturday April 16th for the sale. This is an
excellent opportunity for the youth of our
congregation to volunteer and receive credit
against their 40 hours of volunteer service required 4

by the Minister of Education for their high school

diplome: Thank you for your continued support.




The Menods Breakfast Group

This group of men meets once a month, on the 3" Saturday (unless there is a conflict) for
breakfast and a time of reflection. The group periodically invites guest speakers to
challenge us. The strong core is made of men from Calvin, but we now have 4 men from
Knox Presbyterian plus occasionally men from other Churches attend. Breakfast begins at
7:30 am in the kitchen on the designated Saturday. Typically there are approximately 20
men for breakfast.

In the New Year we have had a variety of speakers.

On January 15, 2011, Dr. Adam Brookes spoke to us about 0 Chi r opr actor s

C o mp a s saiChriktin, humanitarian organization with the motto “Healing Hands
Reaching Out to Children’s Hearts”. This was a very interesting and motivating meeting.
We agreed to make a donation to Adam’s organization.

On February 19, 2011, our much-loved Dave McLelland gave us a very humorous

presentation on our local history. Dave opened with a series of “What if?”” questions
that had us laughing (Bob Hambleton was laughing so hard, he had to wipe his eyes).
Dave then asked us many questions about Ebytown, Berlin and now Kitchener. He closed
with his humour, yet provoked us to leave thinking about the following “A person that
goes to Church is no more a Christian, than a person who goes to an automotive garage is
a car”. You can see we are challenged to think about our walk. 18 people attended the
meeting.

On March 26, 2011, Bob Duncanson spoke about "one" of his obsessions, the myths

and facts of King Richard Ill. Bob belongs to a society that researches and promotes
the historical facts of King Richard Ill. You can find out more about this society
at http://home.cogeco.ca/~richardiii/

As you can see we have a varied group of speakers from our church and the community.
We enjoy listening to those who help make our world a better place to live. Come, enjoy
the fellowship and be inspired. This is a great time for fellowship, without the
commitment for additional volunteering.

April Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday April 30 at Calvin Church.

See you in May, we hope, when we will be having a very interesting meeting at Knox’s
new building. May breakfast Saturday May 28 at 7:30 AM (Note change in

datel!) Location at Knox Presbyterian Church, Waterloo, Breakfast will be either
in the new or old building, pending completions - Tour of new building starts with a slide
show from Knox and then tour of the new building

Would be good to know numbers.
For more information contact: Bill Woods, Coordinator
Les Sherratt, Chief Chef

Submitted by: Rob McCuaig
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MUSIC NOTES

ﬁ% Menno Singers

The recent Menno Singers concert was entitled “Choral Mystics” and as such, included
music from different traditions, including Roman Catholic and Orthodox, that we don’t
usually sing. We are so used to being busy and running from here to there, that we often
don’t take time to just “be”, and reflect on the mysteries of life. Much of the music in this
program created an atmosphere of calm and reflection. Most of the pieces were sung a
capella (with no accompaniment). One piece had piano accompaniment, one had oboe
and bells, and one had some violin and handbell accompaniment.

The next Menno Singers concert is Saturday, May 14at Floradale Mennonite Church in
Floradale (near Elmira). It will be a more lively concert with gospel-style music and with
piano, percussion, and trumpet accompaniment. There will also be some audience
participation. Some of the proceeds of this concert will go to support Menno Homes.

Music at Calvin

The choirs and Praise Team are preparing for the Easter season. Here is how things look:
Palm Sunday- Junior Choir, Senior Choir
Good Friday i Senior Choir
Easter Sundayi Senior Choir, Praise Team

We are looking forward to this special season in the church year.

Blessings,

Elizabeth Hackett
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THE HISTORY OF THE EASTER BASKET

The tradition of a bountiful Easter basket goes back a long way before our modern
consumer driven version. Spring has always been seen as a time of rebirth and
blessing and the fertility godddesgostre(or Oestre) was sometimes depicted carrying
a basket of eggs. It was traditional to take baskets of early seedlings to temples to
increase the chance of a good harvest.

This ancient custom is reflected in the Catholic tradition of taking the Easter food to mass
to be blessed.

The Easter basket was especially popular in the countries of central and Eastern Europe.
It appears to have been brought to North America in the 18th century by the same
German settlers who introduced the Easter bunny.

In earlier times when Easter bonnets were at their most popular, it was common for the
bonnet to be used in place of a basket.


http://www.wyrdology.com/festivals/easter/bunny.html
http://www.wyrdology.com/festivals/easter/bonnets.html

A Message from the C.E. Committee ...

The New Year has been filled with lots of activity and lots of laughter
from the youth and children o€alvin. After a bit of a break following

the holidays, PYROS was back together again partaking in such activities
as floor hockey and tubing. In March the youth gathered together to
watch Jesus Christ Superstavhich has served as the focus of their
Sunday morning youth classes throughout Lent this year. Special thanks
to Glen Harrison and Ruth Heeg who continue to guide our youth on
Sunday mornings.

PYROS has also continued to run timeémthly lunches, starting up again in February.

However, due tadhe colder weather, they have been providing soup and salad lunches,

which have received a warm response from the congregation. As spring rolls into town,
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in May.

Asyou are reading this message, the youth will have just accomplished gheiral

‘Fast for the World’ which is taking place Apritd Starting at &m. on Friday April

and running until 3p.m. on Saturday April ", the youth fasted in order to raésmoney

for PWS&D. During their time together at the church, the youth discuss various topics
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the money raised to PWS&D. They also get together to complete a wodcpadjthe

church. Further details of this event will be available in the next edition of the Clarion.

As for the children of Calvin, a group of us were able to gather together at the end of
February for the2™ Annual Family Tobogganing party. It was agreat afternoon with
some amazing trips down the hill at McLennan Park. Thanks to all who were able to
make it out!

In March various members of the Sunday School participated in and helped out with the
service onMarch 27" — Camp Sunday. If anyone isnterested in attending a camp this
summer, please speak to a member of the C.E. Committee as we have information for a
variety of camps for you to choose from.

As for the coming months, there are a variety of events to mark into your calendars. Up
nextis the2"™ Annual Easter Scavenger Hunt and Lunch for the Sunday School Children,
put on by PYROS. This event will be taking plackpeih17™". Lunch for the children

will follow the service, and the Easter Scavenger Hunt will run until @:80 All
children are invited!

On May 1*, PYROS will be hostingkials’ Movie Night at the church. Stay tuned for
more information regarding the time and movie that will be shown that night.



And now for some very exciting news! The dates have been\satition Bible School
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the second week of JulyJuly 11* to 15", from 9a.m. to 12:30p.m. We hope to see

you all there

And finally, on behalf of Calvin, our CE Comraitteould like to extend a biJHANK-

YOU to Audrey Anderson who has faithfully and expertly served many years as Calvin's
librarian for the Adult Library. She has decided to resign from this position effective
Easter Sunday, and in her place we welcome amo#nowledgeable membedanet
McDougall.

Your Friend in Christ,  _4my Reinders

If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this!
If you're spiritually dead, you won't want to read it.
If you're spiritually curious, there is still hope!

Why Go To Church?

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no
sense to go to church every Sunday...

"I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard something like

203,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, | think

I'm wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”

This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column, much to the delight
of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:

"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals.
But, for the life of me, | cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But
I do know this...... They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my
work. If my wife had not given me these meals, | would be physically dead today.
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!"

When you are DOWN to nothing... God is UP to something!
Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and receives the impossible!
Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment!

When Satan is knocking at your door, simply say, "Jesus, could you get that for me?"



