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____________________________                              ________   _             Editor ï Lois Edwards  
 

As for mortals, their days are like grass; they flourish like a flower of the field; for the 

wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more.         Psalm 103:15-16                                                                                                                                         

 
Dear people of Calvin, 

I wish that I knew a simple answer to the suffering and hurt that many people face. When 

we hear that an earthquake in places like Haiti and Chile causes death, injury and the loss 

of shelter, how do we explain it? Whether people were baking bread for their family or 

foreclosing on a widowôs home ï everyone received the same painful result. So why bake 

the bread? Why not foreclose the home? Whatôs the difference? 

 

One answer that I want to share is grounded in my conversation with people. Baking 

bread is good for you. Forcing a widow onto the streets is bad both for her, and for you. 

The former nourishes your soul, and makes you beautiful. The latter injures your soul, 

and imprisons your true self in greed. It makes the accumulation of more wealth a very 

bitter enterprise. 

 

So often, I have witnessed people responding to personal tragedy by consciously seeking 

to do good for others. Humbleness, gentleness, a listening heart: these qualities bring 

hope and healing into our lives. Anger, frustration, heartache: these qualities give us 

energy and endurance when we advocate on behalf of others. 

 

Does that last sentence surprise you? Like me, do you find yourself uncomfortable with 

feelings of anger and frustration? Do you also wish you could simply blow them away? 

Sometimes, people use anger to throw a temper tantrum. Sometimes, people use 

heartache as an excuse to be hard-hearted. 

 

You and I can make another choice. We can use powerful feelings like anger to be part of 

Godôs dream for the world.  

 

In Holy Week in 2010, we will hear the story from Lukeôs Gospel, from Jesusô entry into 

Jerusalem to his death and resurrection. One of the most striking moments for me comes 

just after he has been crucified. Then Jesus said, ñFather, forgive them; for they do not 

know what they are doing.ò (Luke 23:34) These words express the healing love that God 

shows in our Saviour. 

 

               Let us follow this example as we share the good news by word and deed. 

                                                                                  Peace. 

                                                                                  Mark 
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Services for Mutual Support and Celebration  
 
We look forward to our upcoming services together:  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st at 7 P.M. 
we will remember Jesusô last supper with his disciples, 

and share communion together. 
Good Friday, April 2nd at 10:15 A.M, 
we will have our Good Friday service 
Easter Sunday, April 4th at 10:15 A.M. 

we celebrate Easter with our communion service 
 

Please join us for our Biennial Memorial Service on Sunday, April 18 th  at 3 PM.           
(see the Pastoral Care Committee article for more details) 

 

We also will celebrate our fiftieth anniversary as a congregation 

on Sunday, Apr il 25 th , 2010. 

Our guest preachers will be the Rev. Jim Weir and the Rev. Harry Klassen. 
There will be participation from other ministers who have been part of the 

churchôs life, as well as special music.  
A lunch will be provided following our worship. 

 

 
 
 

Envelope Contributions                  
 

You will notice a change in your Contribution Statements, available in your mailboxes 

after April 1. Brant Smith has resigned from the position of Envelope Secretary after 

many years of service. Thank you for all your hard work, Brant!  
 

I am now the Envelope Secretary, and have been using a new computer program called 

PowerChurch Plus to record all the contributions this year.  If you have any issues with 

your statements or if you would like to receive a box of envelopes for your contributions, 

please contact me in the office (calvin@calvinchurch.ca or (519) 744-4061). 

 

I will also be administering the PAR program (Pre-Authorized Remittance).  If you have 

automatic debits from your bank account to pay for insurance, cable TV, taxes, fuel, or a 

mortgage, then you understand the PAR principle. It means regular contributions 

throughout the year that make it easy to donate to Calvin Church. Let me know if you 

would like to join PAR or need to make any changes. 

                                                                             Margaret Woods 
     Office Administrator
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Inter - Mission: A Time for Sabbath  
 

I wanted to share with you information and some thoughts as we prepare for me 
to take a time of Inter-Mission from my responsibilities as a Minister of Word and 
Sacraments. 
 

One of the opportunities that ministers have in the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada (PCC) is to have an extended time of rest from their responsibilities of 10 
weeks, which is called ñInter-missionò. A minister is eligible to take this after she 
or he has been a minister for five years. 
 

I began my ministry in September, 1989. I came to our church, Calvin, in March 
2000. With the approval of our Session and of our Presbytery, I am taking a time 
of Inter-mission this year from Monday, May 17th to Sunday, July 25th.  I will then 
take 3 further weeks of holidays until Sunday, August 15th. 
 

 During this time the Rev. Jeff Smith  and the Rev. Bob Duncanson have agreed 

to be supportive to the pulpit supply and pastoral care of our congregation. They 
also will be available to support any Session meetings that need to be called 

during the period when I am away. The Rev. Mark Richardson (minister of 

Kitchener East Presbyterian Church) is our liaison with the Presbytery for this 
time period. 
 

During my Inter-mission, I will have a spiritual director who will support me. I will 
seek positive activities for renewal and rest. It will be a time when I have a 
Sabbath from the responsibilities of being a Minister of Word and Sacraments. I 
hope to gain more insight into how I can maintain a good balance in my life, as a 
leader in the church. I plan to begin my time at the Festival of Homiletics in 
Nashville, Tennessee from May 17 to 21. I will be at Camp Kintail, as a chaplain, 
from June 27 to July 17. (The first week is staff training. From July 4 to 10, there 
is a guitar camp to support.)  
 

I would like to thank you for this opportunity to take a time of Inter-mission. I am 
blessed to be a part of our congregation. 
                                                                          Peace. 

                                                                                            Mark 
 

   
 

Greetings from Robert Black.   
When I was in Victoria, B.C. in January of this year I was able to drive to Sydney and visit 
Robert Black.  Bob was the husband of Chris Black who we remember and was a 
member of Calvin Church.  As you may remember Chris died a few years ago.  Bob is 
well and asked me to say hello to friends of Chris in Calvin Church.  I had a very good 
visit. 
                                                                                          Lorna Van Mossel 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forwarded by our Director of Music ς Elizabeth Hackett 

 
The Waterloo-Wellington Centre of the Royal Canadian College of Organists is 

presenting a choral workshop, Secrets of St. Mary Magdalene, by esteemed choral 

conductor Stephanie Martin, and would like to invite you and members of your choir to 

participate.  The workshop is scheduled for Saturday, May 1, 2010, from 2:00 ï 5:00 p.m. 

at Calvin Presbyterian Church, 248 Westmount Road East, Kitchener, Ontario 
 

Stephanieôs academic degrees include a Bachelor of Music from Wilfred Laurier 

University, a Masters of Musicology from the University of Toronto, and she is an 

Associate of the Royal Canadian College of Organists. Winner of the Lillian Forsythe 

Award for Church Music and Leslie Bell Choral Conducting Prize. Stephanie has 

continued her musical studies in Paris, London, Venice and the USA. 
 

As a special bonus to a wonderful choral workshop, Stephanie will be conducting the 

choir from St. Mary Magdalene in a concert on Saturday, May 1, at 7:30 p.m . also 

at Calvin Presbyterian Ch urch.   We encourage all workshop participants to enjoy this 

fine evening of choral music by an award-winning Canadian choir for a suggested 

donation of $20. 

 
Calvin Presbyterian Church 

      Memorial Service  
 

An opportunity to commemorate loved ones 
 

on 
April 18, 1010 

3:00 p.m. 

 
(service to be held in the sanctuary) 

 

Anyone wishing to have a loved oneôs name mentioned  
during the service may add it to a list which  

will be available in the Narthex beginning March 28, 2010 ï  
or contact: Aileen Isaacé (519-696-3075) 

 
A time of fellowship and refreshments to follow the service 

 
Sponsored by the Pastoral Care Committee 



                                        
Who:  All choral singers 

What:  A choral singing workshop with esteemed conductor Stephanie Martin 

Where:  Calvin Presbyterian Church, 248 Westmount Road, East, Kitchener, ON 

When:  Saturday, May 1, 2010, 2:00 ï 5:00 p.m. 

Cost: $15 

Registration: by Monday, April 12, 2010 to Elizabeth Hackett, Director of Music, Calvin 

Presbyterian Church, 519-744-4061 
 

Please join us after the workshop for a special concert by the Choir of the Church of Saint 

Mary Magdalene, Toronto, conducted by Stephanie Martin, at 7:30 p.m. at Calvin 

Presbyterian.  Entry to  the concert is pay-what-you-can, with a suggested donation of 

$20.  
 

Stephanie Martin was appointed Director of Music at the Church of Saint Mary 

Magdalene, an historic Anglican church in downtown Toronto in January 2007.  She 

oversees a music programme which includes Gregorian Chant, the accomplished Gallery 

Choir, the SMM singers, and Schola Magdalena. The Gallery Choir of the Church of 

Saint Mary Magdalene competed in the CBC Radio National Competition for Amateur 

Choirs. In a live-to-air broadcast on April 30
th
, 2008, the choir won first prize in the 

Church Choir category.  She teaches harpsichord and organ, as well as courses in music 

history.  Stephanie was appointed Assistant Professor in the Department of Music, 

Faculty of Fine Arts at York University, Toronto in July 2004.  Stephanie also conducts 

Torontoôs Pax Christi Chorale, an 85-voice oratorio choir who perform masterworks with 

full orchestra and professional soloists. 

 

Please complete the registration information below and forward with registration fee to: 

Elizabeth Hackett, Calvin Presbyterian Church, 248 Westmount Road E., Kitchener, ON 

 

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Choir___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Voice part:   Soprano     Alto     Tenor     Bass    (please circle) 

 

Waterloo-Wellington RCCO presents: 

Secrets of St. Mary Magdalene 

A Choral Workshop with Stephanie Martin 



                            A Celebration!  

 
From Ernie and Helen: 
 

We are so amazed at the Lordõs goodness in bringing us together that we invite our 
Church Family to rejoice with us! 
 
Do join us at the Wedding Ceremony in Calvin Church at 3.00 p.m. on Saturday 10th 
April 2010.  Rev. Leslie Walker, who is Ernieõs daughter, will join us together in 
marriage assisted by Rev. Mark Gedcke. 
 
On Sunday 11th April 2010, following the morning worship service, we invite everyone 
to join us in Calvin Hall to celebrate with us, to meet our families and enjoy a light 
lunch.  Bob Kerr and Leslie Walker will entertain us briefly. There will be an 
opportunity for anyone who wishes to say a few words.  We look forward to seeing you 
then! 

                                                                             Best Wishes Only 
 

And this is the happiness 
That a favour from on High 

Has brought two souls 
A gift of health, and many blessings. 

(from The Wedding Cantata by J.S.Bach) 
            

 

 

Colours in the Church Year  
Liturgical Colours is a Christian practice, beginning to be regularized from about 12th 

century, of specifying particular colours for vestments and pulpit hangings, according to 

the season in the Church's year, or on the occasion of a particular day. In the Western 

Church, certain colors are associated with and prescribed for different seasons of the 

Church Year and colours vary according to the time of the Christian Year. 

 

Thus white (light, joy, purity) for Christ; is generally recommended for the two festival 

periods, Christmas to the Sunday after Epiphany, and from Easter Day to Pentecost 

Week; 

Red (blood, fire) for the Holy Spirit; for Pentecost Week, Holy Week, and sometimes for 

confirmation and ordination;  

Violet/purple (penitence, preparation) during Advent and Lent, and (if black is not used) 

for funerals and the commemoration of All Souls;  

green (hope, creation) for all other times of the year.

http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1O101-Confirmation.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1O101-Ordination.html


Men and Prayer  

 

In a recent talk given to the Calvin Menõs Breakfast Club, the question was asked 

ñwhat is prayer?ò and ñhow does it impact on menôs lives? ñ 

 

Prayer is our direct line for talking to God, the one who loves us unconditionally.   He 

wants us to be in a personal relationship with Him, in a similar way to the relationship we 

have or should have with our earthly parents. 

 

Praying is not optional  - all Christians are obliged to pray.   What shapes our 

praying and communicating is CHARACTER and CONDUCT. 

 

Some men tend to think that only wimps pray, and that praying is unmanly and a mark of 

weakness.  Should a man be completely self sufficient in every way and thing?   The 

answer for a Christian male is a resounding NO.   Manliness is not defined by gender or 

physical characteristics alone, but by CHARACTER and CONDUCT and other lesser 

qualities such as courage, bravery, fearlessness, etc. 

 

We read in the scriptures that in weakness we find strength from God from whom we are 

never alone, for we are as Christians never without HOPE.   The Christian life is God and 

Christ centered.   Prayer is the great theme and content of the bibleôs message to all 

humanity, not just to the non-masculine or non-manly. 

 

Men have their own prayer needs which depend on their age and their stage of life, for 

each stage has its own outlook and understanding of how life affects them, with different 

concerns, fears, and needs etc.   All of these we can take to God for His help.   He always 

listens, cares and comforts.   His answers are not always the ones we want, and they may 

not come within the time frame that we wish.   We have to be patient and trusting to His 

wisdom and goodness to know what is best for us.   Sometimes it is only in lengthy 

hindsight and by careful reflection that we recognize how God has answered our prayers. 

 

If ñreal menò ever feel prayer is not required of them, they should remember that Jesus, 

who was the greatest of all praying persons, taught us all about prayer.   We do not know 

about His physical attributes, but we know about His CHARACTER and CONDUCT as 

well as his commitment, spiritual strength and wisdom, and above all about His 

relationship with His Heavenly Father, His sacrifice of Himself for us and the forgiveness 

of our sins which culminated in His crucifixion, death and resurrection. 

 

We are to live to be like Him, so we should pray like Him ï constantly.   We need as men 

to place our trust fully in God and His promises, and confess the many kinds of failings 

that beset men.   None of us is perfect or free of guilt.   Unless we confess and repent, 

God cannot and will not help us.   Our prayers need to be fervent and constant, and we 

must patiently wait for resolution.   Godôs plans for us are often long-term ones - which 

can only be realized in the fullness of time.   There may also be lessons we need to learn 

as we wait patiently. 

 

The more we pray for the right things, the more our prayers will have been fed by our 

reading of the scriptures on a regular basis, and the ever closer our relationship with our 



God and His Son will have become.   As that relationship grows and deepens we will find 

that more and more what we want for ourselves and for others is becoming what God 

wants for us and for them.   We will also understand more fully the depth of His infinite 

love and grow to love Him more than we ever imagined was possible. 

 

So, how should active, busy men with many responsibilities to others pray and find the 

time to do so?    Prayer can be very brief and frequent ï a sentence or two from the heart, 

perhaps taking only a few seconds when driving, waiting on a light, or standing in line or 

in an idle minute or two.   Share your feelings with God.   Tell Him how you love Him.   

Ask Him for help for yourself or others.   If in all things you give thanks to Him, meditate 

and listen to Him, you will experience His peace.   There are countless ways to pray.   

Use the words of a favourite hymn if your own words do not come readily.   Many hymns 

are prayers or direct our thoughts to what we may wish to pray.   Remember our need to 

spend time listening for what God is saying to us.   He speaks in many ways through our 

consciences, the words of others spoken and written, the scriptures, through music, art, 

nature ï the list is endless .  

 

As a little prayer guide sums it up, Jesus says ñyou do not have to be clever to please me; 

all you have to do is want to love me.   Just speak to me as you would to anyone of whom 

you are very fond.   Trust me to do what I know bestò. 

                                                                    An excerpt from a talk by Ernest Walker 
 

 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Calvin Presbyterian Campership Fund  
The Christian Education Committee has recently established a Campership Fund.  The 

purpose of this fund is to support families in sending their children and grandchildren to 
one of the many fabulous Christian camps that are located here in Ontario.  Any 

donations to this fund would be greatly appreciated.   

5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎ ΨcampershipΩ. 

Volunteers 

Wanted  

for  

Vacation 

Bible School  

 Who? Anyone who enjoys working 
              with children and has some                        
  time to share 
 What? Helping lead an interactive 

exploration of key Bible 
passages in an exciting 
setting 

 When? One week in July, Monday 
through Friday from 9am to 
noon. 

 Where? Calvin Presbyterian Church 
 Why?           Because VBS is not just                            
                      learning experience, for the 
                      children that attend, but is a  
                      social gathering and 
                      connection for all involved 



A Message from the C.E. Committee ... 
 

Well, we are now 3 months into 2010 and the children and youth of Calvin have been kept busy 
here at the church, with plenty more events on the way! 
 
Following our Christmas baking for House of Friendship, in which we were able to put together 18 
tins of cookies for the Christmas Hamper Program, the Youth Group continued to revel in the 
winter season by going skating at the Cambridge Centre on January 24th (after some rainy 
weather cancelled our plans for outdoor skating).  On February 7th the Youth Group got together to 
partake in some floor hockey, as well as to start practicing the wonderful Samaritan Rap, which 
was performed for the congregation during the Intergenerational Service on February 28th.   
 
The Youth Group also had the opportunity to meet up with some of the other Youth Groups from 
around the area.  On February 26th, we were invited to St. Andrewõs Presbyterian along with 
the Youth Group from Doon.  We had a great evening filled with hilarious games, and a great 
worship session, followed by some fantastic snacks.  We look forward to getting together with other 
youth groups in the future.  
 

 
The Youth Group performs the Samaritan Rap 

 
Up next for the Youth Group was the annual Iron Chef Competition which took place on March 
21st, and the following meeting will be on April 11th. 
   
In the near future you may notice the Youth Group being referred to by a new name.  We are 
currently in the process of coming up with a new name, something to distinguish us from the other 
Youth Groups in the area.  So keep your eyes peeled as the Youth Group undergoes a 
ôrebrandingõ process. 
 
As for the younger members of the congregation, the Sunday School Children have had a variety 
of activities to participate in over the last few months.  After putting on a magnificent Christmas 
Play in December, we gathered together to celebrate the winter season by having a Tobogganing 
Party!  There was just enough snow left on the hill on January 23rd for this to happen.  Following 
our hour on the hill, we returned to the church to have some excellent hot chocolate and cookies.  
On February 27th, the children gathered at the church to work on a banner in celebration of the 
50th Anniversary.  There was plenty of great creativity and energy during this afternoon of crafts 
and games!  And the completed banner will be dedicated during the Childrenôs Time on April 11th. 
 



   
Enjoy Hot Chocolate after some Tobogganing & working our Candy Structures during the Kidôs 

Kraft Day 
Up next for the children is the Palm Sunday/Easter Scavenger Hunt taking place on March 28th, 
following the church service.   As well, Calvin will be hosting a Family Potluck and Movie Night 
on April 23rd from 5pm to approximately 8:30pm.  The featured movie will be Finding Nemo and 
the theme of the evening will be Underwater Adventures.  If you are planning on attending, please 
sign the sheet on the entrance bulletin board, so that we know how many will be coming, and what 
types of dishes will be coming for the potluck.  All members of the church are invited! 
 

 
Some completed Candy Structures 

As for the upcoming summer, keep an eye out for advertisements regarding Vacation Bible 
School, which will be taking place sometime in July.  Iôm very excited to be bringing this type of 
programming to Calvin, and look forward to working with all of the children who are able to attend.  
If you are interested in volunteering with this program, please let me know as soon as possible. 
Finally, a couple of words about summer camps.  First of all, Calvin will once again have 3 
youth working at Camp Kintail this summer.   

Brenden Sherratt , returning for his second year on staff, will be taking on the position of 

Leader in Training Resource Counsellor.  This position will have him off in his own world at Kintail 
as he works with the participants of the Leader in Training program, preparing them to take on new 
leadership roles both in the cabin at camp, and their churches at home.   

Ruth Wright -Gedcke returns for her third year on staff, this time in the capacity of what I 

have dubbed óOutdoor Craftswoman.ô  For the first two weeks of the summer she will be running 
the Sojournerôs program, which is a ópre Leader in Trainingô program.  During this two week period 
she will be helping the Sojourners improve their swimming and canoeing skills, in addition to 



regular camp activities.  Following this two week period, she will serve as the Camp Crafts Director, 
teaching the skills that she has honed after completing many canoe trips, such as fire building, 
outdoor cooking and tent set up.   

Ethan Brown  also returns for his third year on staff, taking on the position of Specialty 

Counsellor.  In this role Ethan will be working with special needs campers who attend the camp, as 
well as being available for extra support for counsellors who may face behavioural or emotional 
difficulties within their cabin.  This is a role that Ethan has been preparing for and looking forward 
to having since the beginning of his Kintail staff career.   
The C.E. Committee wishes all 3 the best of luck this summer as they work to serve God in such a 
rich environment. 
 

Having attended summer camp since the age of 10, I cannot begin to tell you what a significant 
role camp has played in my life.  As a first time camper, camp helped me gain confidence and 
independence as I was away from my family for the first time in my life.   As a returning camper it 
was the one activity I looked forward to all summer long.  Even invitations to attend other events 
during the summer wouldnôt stop me from attending camp.  As a staff member, I was part of a 
community of like-minded individuals, and I never had to question myself about whether I fit in or 
not.  
  
While summer camp may not be for everyone, it is certainly an experience that I would recommend 
everyone try at least once, because for some, it may be exactly what you are looking for and 
everything that you didnôt realize you were missing.  It is for this reason that the C.E. Committee 
has established a Campership Fund, so that every child who wants to experience camp can have 
the opportunity to do so.  For more information regarding this fund, please see the accompanying 
announcement or speak to a member of the C.E. Committee. 
                                                                                      God Bless! 
                                                                                       Amy Reinders 
                                                                                    Christian Education Coordinator 

                                             
 

During Advent and Lent the colour in the Church is purple  

 
Purple (which may vary from 'Roman purple' to violet, with blue as an alternative) is the 
colour for Advent and from Ash Wednesday until the day before Palm Sunday. It is 
recommended for Funerals and for the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed, although 
either black or white may be preferred. Rose-colour is sometimes used as an alternative on 
the Third Sunday of Advent and the Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Advent is the period including the four Sundays before Christmas. Advent means 'coming' 

and during this time we prepare for Christmas. 

Lent is the period of forty days before Easter from Ash Wednesday to the day before 

Easter. During Lent we prepare for Easter. 

Purple was the most expensive dye in Roman times being made from Murex 

shells. It became associated with judgement because the Roman jud ges and 
senators used to wear purple robes . 

http://www.stjames-hamptonhill.org.uk/WshSer/Advent.htm
http://www.stjames-hamptonhill.org.uk/WshSer/Lent.htm
http://www.stjames-hamptonhill.org.uk/WshSer/Lent.htm#AW


From the Board of Managers  
Submitted by: Phil von Farra 

 

With spring officially here people think spring cleaning. As you are doing your cleaning 

have you found items around the house that you no longer need or want? Donôt know 

what to do with these items?  

 

Solution:  The Board of Managers Spring Garage Sale.  
The Board of Managers, with help from members of the congregation, are 

holding our Spring Garage Sale on April 16
th
 and April 17

th
 in Calvin Hall. 

We are looking for donations of clothing, toys, books, household goods, 

tools and furniture. Please make sure that these items are clean and in good 

working order. Due to limited storage space please drop off these items at the church the 

week of April 12
th
 to 16

th
 marked Garage Sale. The Board will also pick up items if you 

should need it. To arrange a pick-up you can call the church @ 519-744-4061, Phil von 

Farra @ 519-745-3289, Larry Brown @ 519-744-8633, or speak to any Board member. 

 

There will be a Sign-up Sheet in the Narthex prior to the sale for people to sign when you 

can help the Board out. We will need people to set-up tables, put items on the tables on 

Thursday, people to help price on Friday and at the sale on Friday evening. Saturday we 

need people to help at the sale and clean-up after the sale. We will need quite a few 

volunteers on Friday evening at the sale as this is when we have most people shop. Please 

take the time to consider coming out and helping wherever you can. This is a good time 

to meet people in the church you may not know. For you High school students, this is a 

good opportunity to earn some hours you need for volunteer hours you need. 

 

Not able to help at the sale? Feel free to come out to the sale and see what you might 

find. A good book when you are away on summer vacation, maybe that golf club to 

complete your set or who knows what you just might find. Let your family, friends and 

neighbors know about the Garage Sale. This is a very popular event for the surrounding 

neighborhood. 

 

The Board is also going to hold their Annual Fix -up/Clean-up Day on 

Saturday May 15 th . This is a day where we roll up our sleeves and do 

some repairs and cleaning inside and outside of the church. If you have 

some time to spare come out and give us a hand. We do get quite a bit done 

this day and there is a lot to do. More to follow about this event as we get closer to it.  

 

Two items of business the Board would like to let you know some more about  

is the Heating/A.C. Unit and carpet replacement.  
 

Larry has received a quote to replace the Heating/A.C. Unit. We are looking at replacing 

the two units on the roof with one unit. This one unit will provide heat and air 

conditioning to Calvin Hall, the Narthex and the Lounge. Due to funds available at this 

time, the Board has asked the Session to get involved about how funds for this new unit 

are going to be raised so we can processed to replace this aging unit. 

 



The Board has a contractor in place to replace the carpet in certain parts of the church. 

There are some areas in the church where it needs to be replaced. We will be picking out 

the colour shortly and are looking at a June install date.  The Board is hoping that there 

will the funds available to proceed with this at that time.  

 

For these and other things that the Board of Managers is doing, check out the bulletin 

board just as you go into Calvin Hall. You will find a copy of the minutes from our last 

meeting there. If you should have any question or concerns feel free to talk to me or any 

Board member.  

 

We would like to thank-you in advance for your support at the upcoming Garage Sale 

and Fix-up/Clean-up Day. 

 

 

                                                  
 

 

How to stay safe in the world today 

 

1.   Avoid riding in automobiles because they are responsible for 20% of all fatal 
accidents. 
 
2.   Do not stay home because 17% of all accidents occur in the home. 
 
3.   Avoid walking on streets or sidewalks because 14% of all accidents occur to 
pedestrians. 
 
4.   Avoid traveling by air, rail, or water because 16% of all accidents involve these forms 
of transportation. 
 
5.   Of the remaining 33%, 32% of all deaths occur in Hospitals. So, ... above all else, 
avoid hospitals. 
 
BUT, ΧΧΧΦΦΦ You will be pleased to learn that only .001% of all deaths occur in worship 
services in church, and these are usually related to previous physical disorders. 
Therefore, logic tells us that the safest place for you to be at any given point in time is at 
church!.... !ƴŘΧΧΦΦ.ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻƻΗ The percentage of deaths during Bible study 
is even less. 

     So, Attend church, and read your Bible   --    IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE! 
 





       FAVOURITE HYMN SHEET    

Dentist's Hymn.................... Crown Him with Many Crowns  
Weatherman's Hymn............There Shall Be Showers of B lessings  

Contractor's Hymn...............The Church's One Foundation  
The Tailor's Hymn................Holy, Holy, Holy  

The Golfer's Hymn...............There's a Green Hill Far Away  
The Politician's Hymn...........Standing on the Promises  

Optometrist's Hymn ..............Open My Eyes That I Might See  

The IRS Agent's Hymn.........I Surrender All  
A Gossip's Hymn..............Pass It On  

The E lectrician's Hymn.........Send t he Light  
A Shopper's Hymn............Sweet Bye and Bye  

The Realtor's Hymn..............I'v e Got a Mansion  

Massage Therapists Hymn.... He Touched Me  
 Doctor's Hymn..............The Great Physician  

  
AND for those who speed on the highway, a few hymns:  

45mph.....................God Will Take Care of You  
65mph....................Nearer My God To T hee  

85mph....................This World Is Not My Home  

95mph...................Lord, I'm Coming Home  
100mph...................Precious Memories  

  

Give me a sense of humor, Lord, Give me the grace to see a joke, 
To get some humor out of life,  And pass it on to other folk. 

                                  

At Pentecost and principal feast days for martyrs, and days 

which emphasis the cross of Jesus , the colour in the Church is 
red . 
 
Red is used during Holy Week (except at Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday), on the Feast 
of Pentecost, and the First Sunday of Advent (except where other provision is made.) It is 
appropriate for any services which focus on the gift of the Holy Spirit, and is therefore suitable 
for Baptism, Confirmation and Ordination. Coloured hangings are traditionally removed for 
Good Friday and Easter Eve, but red is the colour for the liturgy on Good Friday. 

Pentecost is a festival that happens seven weeks after Easter. Because Pentecost 
celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit from heaven to all Christians, Pentecost is a 
season of evangelism and outreach, as Christians look for the presence of the Holy Spirit in 
everyone on earth.  
 
It remembers the story of the Holy Spirit being given to Jesus's disciples so that they could 
spread the message of Christianity.          

http://www.stjames-hamptonhill.org.uk/WshSer/Pent.htm


     ENCOUNTER! -   WINTER SESSIONS ð 2010  
 

On Tuesdays, a group of us has enjoyed meeting together and growing in our faith during 

the Winter Encounter sessions. 

 

We have explored the theme THE ROAD OUT  based on Charles Priceôs sermons on the 
early chapters of Exodus, led ably by Bonnie Street with Marilyn McCuaig substituting 

as required.  This thought provoking series stimulated good and meaningful discussions 

among the approximately 10 participants.  Each of us feels we have certainly grown in 

our faith, in fellowship with one another and with God in this time together. 

 

The evening series was equally applicable to our life as a church ï WE ARE THE 

CHURCH  -  LIVING OUT OUR FAITH .  Rev. Mark along with two of the Elders 

summed up what they had learned about our Church through Calvinôs participation in 

Natural Church Development, one of a dozen congregational development programmes 

available through the National Church.  The results were interesting showing our 

strengths and weaknesses as compared to other PCC congregations. This led into 

exploring together topics like prayer as a source of strength and comfort; fellowship by 

sharing examples of Godôs grace and goodness; reading the Scriptures as a means of 

nourishment for our faith-life. In addition, from Amy, we learned of our churchôs summer 

camp for young people, Camp Kintail, and, from Mark, the continuing work of Truth and 

Justice Ministries using a recently produced DVD.  All of these vital topics enliven our 

church life. 

 
The Spring Sessions will begin on Tuesday, 27th April and will continue for six weeks 

until 1st June.  Mark these dates in your Calendar now and join the growing numbers who 

are learning about their faith and experiencing true fellowship through ENCOUNTER! 

                                                                                          
                                                                                                                  Helen C. Dallison 

 
 

AN INVITATION TO LEADERS, MEMBERS AND ADHERENTS OF CALVIN CHURCH    
                        
A 2009 survey of Calvin church attendees, organized by Natural Church Development 
and initiated by our session, stated that our faith and the experience of God in our lives 
is very important to us.  The survey indicated however, that we are quite hesitant to talk 
about our faith with one another.  The Encounter Planning Committee would like to 
provide you with an opportunity to challenge this hesitancy by inviting everyone in our 
church to attend our upcoming Spring Encounter Presentations, (topics and dates as 
follows).  We especially would like to see more elders and anyone else to come out for 
one or more of these presentations.  Please give this your prayerful consideration as we 
work toward a greater expression of our spiritual life with one another. 
 
                                                                        Yours in Christ, George VanderSchaaf,  
                                                                                  Chairperson, Encounter Committee 



Spring Encounter 
Presentations  

At Calvin Presbyterian Church, Kitchener 
Tuesdays April 13-May 18, 2010 

 

Mornings 10 to 11:30 - ñThe Road Outò 

Bonnie Street presents a DVD series by Charles Price. 

Bonnie is a recently retired Bank Manager from a major financial institution. At Calvin, 

she is the Finance Chair of the Board of Managers, a member of the Stewardship 

Committee and the Secretary of the Encounter Planning Committee. Bonnie has attended 

a number of the Encounter programs and finds them to be both spiritually enlightening as 

well as a wonderful opportunity to socially interact with others. 

Are you facing some kind of 'bondage' in your life? Do you long to live a life of freedom 

in Christ? Charles Price with his characteristic simplicity and deep insight into the word 

of God leads you to a better understanding and inspires you to take 'the road out'. The 

DVD topics for each week: 

¶ April 13: The Power of Plagues to Harden Hearts 

¶ April 20: The Passover Plot 

¶ April 27: Between the Devil and the Deep Red Sea 

¶ May 4:    The Bitter Water of Marah 

¶ May 11:  Manna: The Food that Didn't Satisfy 

¶ May 18:  Summary - Wrap-up & Fellowship 

 

Evenings (see times listed below) - ñWe Are the Church:  

Living Out Our Faithò 

Reverend Mark Gedcke and Friends will  share and instruct through a variety 

of presentation topics. 
Mark Gedcke came to be the minister of Calvin Church in March 2000. Mark is glad to 

share creative leadership in the area of youth and adult discipleship. Markôs lifelong love 

of music has included singing in choirs, including most recently Calvinôs Praise Team. 

Mark enjoys bike riding, walking, swimming, and reading a good book. Mark is married, 

with two children. 

¶ April 13: Tuesday Night at the Movies ï Chariots of Fire (7 to 9:15) 

Come to the Sanctuary to watch ñChariots of Fireò. This is an Academy Award 

winning movie focused on two runners from Great Britain: Eric Liddel and 

Harold Abrahams. They both won Olympic Gold in 1924.  

¶ April 20: Being Partners with the People of Afghanistan and Pakistan (7:15 to 

8:45) 

We will encounter Shema Mal. Shema Mal is the Deputy Director of Church 

World Service. She will update us about the Afghanistan project for girls going to 



school that we supported through Presbyterian World Service and Development in 

2009. She will also speak about other projects in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

¶ April 27: Giving Thanks for Our Shared Race: Celebrating 50 Years (7:15 to 

8:45) 
We will share selected clips from the movie, Chariots of Fire, and reflect on the 

way we run the race of our lives. We will share in conversation with folks who 

were part of Calvin Church as it began. 

¶ May 4: Tuesday Night at the Movies ïThe Imam and the Pastor (7:15 to 8:45) 
It has been heart breaking to hear in the news recently of violence committed by 

Christians and Muslims against one another in Nigeria. We will see a movie of 

Imam Ashafa and Pastor Muye who once were enemies, but now work together 

for peace in Nigeria. Mark Gedcke has personal experience of meeting both of 

these men both in Hartford and in Kitchener-Waterloo. 

¶ May 11: Tuesday Night at the Movies ï The Miracle Maker  (7:15 to 9:00) 

Come and watch a film about the life of Jesus. It tells the Gospel story grounded 

in the story of the twelve year old daughter of Jairus and her family. 

¶ May 18: To Be Announced 

The Encounter Planning Group under the auspices of The Christian Education 

Committee strives to initiate, support and encourage events and programs that nurture 

and instruct our whole congregation in a life of Christian discipleship. 

www.calvinchurch.ca/adulteducation.html 

 

                                                                              
 

When there are no Festivals or special days like Saints Days, the 
colour in the Church is green  
 

Green is the color of vegetation, therefore it is the color of life. It is used 
from the day after the Presentation until Shrove Tuesday, and f rom the 

day after Pentecost until the eve of All Saints' Day, except when other 
provision is made. These two seasons are also called óOrdinary Timeô 

because the Sundays have no names, just ordinal numbers. Green may 
also be used, rather than red, between A ll Saints' Day and the First 
Sunday of Advent  . Green is for general use as it is considered to be a 
natural colour ..  

Green is for general use as it is considered to be a natural colour. 
 

 

 "I, not events, have the power to make me happy or unhappy today. 
 I can choose which it shall be. Yesterday is dead, tomorrow hasn't arrived yet. 

 I have just one day, today, and I'm going to be happy in it." - Groucho Marx 

http://www.calvinchurch.ca/adulteducation.html


 ADULT LIBRARY REPORT, March 2010 

 

    Eighteen books were donated to the library during the past few months. 

Thank you to the donors. 

 

1.  Stones into Schools, by Greg Mortenson.                                                                    

This is a true story of one manôs mission to build schools for girls in remote 

parts of Pakistan and Afghanistan. It is a continuation of his work which 

was described in his first book ñThree Cups of Teaò. He formed a twelve 

man group in Pakistan to carry on his work there. This nonprofit group, of which he is the 

leader, is called the Central Asia Institute. Greg spends much of his time speaking to 

groups to raise money. In January, 2010, he spoke at the Kitchener Auditorium. 

2. The Book of Negroes, by Lawrence Hall 

This historical novel follows the life of a young girl from her birth home in Africa to 

America where she endures slavery, hardship and many losses. Eventually she was freed 

and her name put in the ñBook of Negroesò in New York City. Freedom in Canada does 

not provide a happy ending. As she tells her story, the reader cannot help but feel her pain 

and despair. 

3. I Grew Up Little , by Patsy Clairmont 

In this autobiography, the author tells her story of fears and depression. She has emerged 

from mental problems to become a popular speaker, author and humorist. 

4. Before I Wake, by Dee Henderson 

Police and private investigators work together to solve several murders in a small town. 

The Christian faith of these people shows through as they go about their work. An illegal 

drug making business is uncovered and tension runs high throughout this novel. 

5. The Witness, by Dee Henderson 

 Amanda Griffin is on the run. Eight years ago she disappeared after witnessing a terrible 

crime. Her family thinks she is dead but she is back in town, desperate to help the people 

she loves. Fiction. 

6. Where My Heart Belongs, by Tracy Peterson 

Sisters Amy and Kathy have been estranged for twelve years. Now, drawn together by 

their dying fatherôs wishes, they face the difficult road to reconciliation with one another 

and with God. Fiction. 

7. A Slender Thread, by Tracie Peterson 

Five sisters, who were abandoned by their mother, were raised by their grandmother. As 

they grew up they went their separate ways. Read the timeless novel of family tragedies 

and triumphs. 

8. What She Left for Me, by Tracie Peterson 

Jane is humiliated, penniless and utterly alone. She humbly seeks refuge with a mother 

she barely knows. Fiction. 

9. After All These Years, by Sally John 

This is a novel of old love reunited and new love discovered. It demonstrates how the 

redeeming grace of God can touch the past and bring healing and mercy into present day.  

10. Waiting for Morning , by Karen Kingsbury  

A drunk driver causes a deadly accident and a dream is destroyed. Fiction. 



11. In the Presence of My Enemies, by Gracia Burnham 

 A gripping biography of the kidnapping of American missionaries and their year of 

terror in the Philippine jungle. 

12. Pretence, by Lori Wick 

A moving novel of the tender bond of sisterhood, and Godôs promise of redemption for 

all who seek Him. 

13.  Cassidy, by Lori Wick 

This story takes place in Montana in 1880. This is Book 1 in the Big Sky Dreams Series. 

14. Sabrina, by Lori Wick 

Book 2 in the Big Sky Dreams Series. 

15. Sophieôs Heart, by Lori Wick 

A lonely widower, a woman far from home. Will they find what their hearts long for? 

16. Bamboo & Lace, by Lori Wick 

A tender story of how God changes the hearts of those who draw close to Him. 

17. Directed Verdict, by Randy Singer 

A well crafted courtroom drama with strong characters, surprising twists and a 

compelling theme. 

18. The Women of Catawba, by Hilda Stahl 

Set in post-Revolutionary war days in the Carolinas, this is a story of men and women 

whose faith, strength and capacity to love are tested to the limits. 

                                                                                  Audrey Anderson 
 

We give thanks for the Rev. Robert Duncanson and the Rev. Jeffrey 

Smith: Ministers in Association. 
On Sunday, March 21

st
, we affirmed during our worship service that the Rev. Robert 

Duncanson and the Rev. Jeffrey Smith each have a special role in our church as ñMinister 

in Associationò.  The Presbytery of Waterloo Wellington supported this action at their 

meeting on March 9
th
. Both Jeff and Bob are retired and active in their leadership. At 

Calvin Church, their responsibilities include pulpit supply, pastoral care (when the 

minister is not available) and moderating Session (at the ministerôs request). Their 

leadership will be important especially while our minister, Mark, takes his time of Inter-

Mission, starting on May 17
th
, 2010. 

 

Come for a time of friendship with the Rev. Emmanuel Ariel, from the Bhil tribe 
in Central India 
On Sunday, May 9th, at 7 PM, you are invited to a gathering of friendship and 
learning with the Rev. Emmanuel Ariel. The Rev. Ariel is a member of the Bhil 
tribe in central India, and a minister of the Church of North India. The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada has walked alongside the Christians from this area 
for over 100 years. Together with Wilma Welsh (a former moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church in CanŀŘŀύΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ !ǊƛŜƭΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
includes being imprisoned for his faith. Our congregation has helped to support 
the WomenΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƻǎǘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿƘƻ 
attend a school in Jobat, which is run by leaders of the Bhil people. This is a great 
opportunity for us to connect with this important Christian ministry.    



The 50th Anniversary Committee would like to thank the congregation for 

their support of Mark and the choir at the January Christian Unity serv ice 

at St. Francis of Assisi.     

 

The Scott Woods Band concert on Friday, March 19 was a smashing success.   

We were very appreciative of the violin performance by Betty Varney's 

granddaughter.  It was the first time some of us had witnessed a fiddler 

doing a complete somersault while not missing a beat.   

Once again, the support was tremendous  

and a wonderful evening was enjoyed by all.   

 

Our next upcoming event will be the Anniversary service and luncheon on 

Sunday, April 25.    

If you have not already submitted your R.S.V.P., please 

do so as soon as possible.  Also, if you have other family members who would 

like to attend, please include them in your reservation.  R.S.V.P.s can be 

returned to the church....there is a collection box in the narthex.  It is 

important that this information be collected as this will allow us to order 

the appropriate amount of food for the luncheon.   

Members of Forest Hill United Church  

and St. Francis of Assisi will be assisting in serving the 

luncheon. 

 

We look forward to  your continued support in the celebration of  

Calvin's 50th Anniversary.  

 

                                                       submitted by:  Your 50th Anniversary Committee 

 

                                  
During Christmas, Epiphany, Easter and for major Saints Days, 
the colour in the Church is white or gold  

White is the colour for the festal periods from Christmas Day and Easter 

Day to the Eve of Pentecost, for Trinity Sunday, at Holy Communion on 
Maundy Thursday and in thanksgiving for Holy Com munion and Holy 

Baptism. It is used for Marriages, and is suitable for Baptism, 
Confirmation and Ordination, though red may be preferred. It may be 
used in preference to purple or black for Funerals, and should be used at 

the Funeral of a child.  

Christmas is the festival when we remember the birth of Jesus. We thank God for His son, Jesus. 

Epiphany marks the end of the Christmas period. It is held by most Churches on January 6th. For  

many Christians, it celebrates the visit of the three wise men to the baby Jesus. 

Easter celebrates the resurrection (Rising from the dead) of Jesus. Because Christianity's central 

belief is in the Resurrection, Easter is the most important Christian Festival. White and gold are 

dazzling and are considered to be for 'best'.

http://www.stjames-hamptonhill.org.uk/WshSer/Chrmas.htm
http://www.stjames-hamptonhill.org.uk/WshSer/Epiphany.htm
http://www.stjames-hamptonhill.org.uk/WshSer/Easter.htm


3 NEIGHBOURHOOD CHURCHES CELEBRATE 50 Y EARS 

 
Pictures from the joint church service held on January 24th, on the last day of the annual 
International Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, which in Canada this year, fell between the dates 
of January 17th to the 24th (held at St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church). During the 
service ï the whole congregation were sprinkled with the óblended waterô in a common baptism by 
the 4 clergy officiating.  
                                  

 

 

 
 

from left to right ï Rev. Mark Gedcke, Calvin Presbyterian Church 

- Rev. Marian Gils-McLeod, Forest Hill United Church 
-  Rev. Murray McLeod, Forest Hill United Church 

- Rev. Joseph deViveiros, St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church 
- -   -    - 

The following certificate and letter were presented to each of the three congregations celebrating 

their 50
th
 Anniversary this year, by Stephen Woodworth, MP for Kitchener Centre, at the reception 

prior to the church service.




