CALVIN CLARION

248 Westmount Road East, Kitchener, Ontario N2M 471
Telephone 519-744-4061 e-mail ealvin@calvinchurch.ca
Editor — Lois Edwards

Dear people of Calvin,

In November last year, | wrote a poem (see nexep&y a family of our church that
faced a great sadness. Nyalang James Jany diddrdyd She had not yet celebrated her
second birthday. Nyalang had a genetic problent theant that she had health
difficulties throughout her life. She needed aabhéeng tube in her throat. She was cared
for with great understanding by her mother, Nychedat Kuoth, and other caregivers.

| am grateful that Nyalang played with Sunday anddébar, her brother and sister, on
the last day of her life. | am also glad for mymwgies of greeting Nyalang after Sunday
worship. She was a welcoming, inquisitive person.

As you and | journey through Lent to Easter Sunditys pray that we can see others as
God sees them. Let us ask for the kindness oSauiour to be with us.

Gopeace be with you.

L TARNAE
Sunday, April 5" is %‘% g

Come let us join in the processivelcoming Jesus led by the children!

Thursday, April 9™ is . At7 PM,
let us remember Jesus’ last supper with his dsgip

Friday, April 10" is A AL10:15 AM,

I

Sunday, April 12" is

We wiktlebrate the good news that Jesus is risen!
We wiktlebrate communion together!



A Song Of Creation
By: Mark Gedcke

Before the light of the sun shone on the horizon of this world,
When there was just the formless echo of an unknown promise,
A song was begun.
A long note hanging so long in the stiliness
Became a melody sung first and always by a single Voice.
But the song created the harmony of a heavenly choir

That sparkled like diamonds on a fresh water lake,

The Voice and the Choir sang to the driving beat of the drum.

The song itself stretched lower than the deepest sea
Higher than the tallest mountain.

It tasted sweeter than the honeycomb of the bee
It was purer than the melting of water from a glacier.

The Song proclaimed that light was coming,
The stars would number more than the grains of sand
And countless also would be the children of the Promise.
For life was about to burst forth like tulips reach up to the sun and smile.

Amoebas and porcupines, algae and salamanders,
Antelope and zebra
Sting Ray and salmon
Chipmunk, skink, skunk, blue whale, chimpanzee;
Dog, cat, goldfish, rabbit, mouse, toad, butterfly, and elephant.
That was just the beginning ...

The Voice sang of humankind; they were to shepherd them all.
Female and male: in the very image of God.
“Be fruitful and multiply” commanded the Singer.
“Share the gifts of this earth”
“Take care of one another”
“Create songs of your own, and dance to the beat of the drum”

The cry of a baby wakes us up more surely than any alarm clock.

The gentle melody of a mother sings of breastfeeding, bathing, and make believe
This is the wonder of being part of a world where everything is new —

The song of creation, more ancient than the mountains, is heard once more for
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Missions and Outreach: Cuban Project

I would like to express the pride | feel at being a member of Calvin. | have found the
people of Calvin to be generous and caring, not only to our local community, but to
international communities as well. During a visit to Cuba about 5 years ago, | met a
pastor of a Catholic Church, named Juan Ponzello Jimenez. This Cuban church is
located in a town called Moron, on the north side of the island, with a population of
approximately 80,000 people. It is the only church in the town. During regular visits to
Cuba, | had the opportunity to visit this church and its pastor, and learned of their
extreme need for help outside of Cuba, Calvin agreed to collect funds to help in the
desperately needed building improvements.

In December of 2008, | delivered the funds that Calvin had collected to Pastor Jimenez.
During this visit, | attended their Christmas Eve service with the owner of the house in
which | stayed, and would like to share a bit of what | experienced:

The service was to start at 11 p.m., but the family | drove asked to leave an hour before.
We arrived at the church at 10:15 p.m., and found it to already be half full. There were
four people leading the people in song. It was a very simple setup. There was one
person playing a keyboard, one guitarist, and 2 vocal leaders. For the 45 minutes before
the service started, the people were singing hymns enthusiastically, with no music in
front of them. While | listened, | wondered how these people could be so happy while
living in poverty. They had next to nothing compared to the bountiful blessings that we
live with in Canada. The songs were in Spanish, so | couldn’'t understand what they
were singing, but the power of their praises made me feel the presence of God.

The following is a letter sent by Pastor Jimenez, originally written in Spanish, and
translated into English by Arely and Roberto Saldana. | hope you read it, and
understand the impact that Calvin has made for this little community in Cuba.

Submitted by:




January 19, 2009
Calvin Presbyterian Church

Dear Pastor:

Before anything else I'd like to extend my apolagier my tardiness in responding,
unfortunately | was having difficulties with my emhaThanks to God, it is now working.

First of all I'd like to thank you and your churgparticularly I'd like to thankNosoon
Park for his delivery of the much appreciated donatidérb,350.00. This help from
your church has a double meaning for us here,itsieis the help that this will bring to us
on our work here at the church, and secondly ifesaon of solidarity. I'm very happy
to see that your church is helping other commusiliee mine and that their beliefs in
God had tied them to our community here. In thigldvof violence and injustice...it is
refreshing to come across other churches suchuwas.y@his is why | want to express my
thanks to you and your church and hope that Golddeilble your generosity to you and
your church.

I'd like to explain how we are planning to use #aésnds, our church was originally built

in 1860 and now, it finds itself in very rough skapThe roof was a huge problem as
there were parts that when you would look up yowldde able to see the sky. Every
time it rained it was like a rainforest inside. \dkxided to make repairs to it.

The trouble is that here in Cuba is not that easstdrt a project such as this, the problem
here is not only funds but also the materials. Tumey we are able to collect here as
offering is not enough to make this happen. Renegrtiiat the basic salary for a Cuban
is about $15.00/month. My people are so poor tte@y have come up with a phrase “If
we eat, we do not get dressed and if we get dresgedio not eat”. As an example if
they have to buy a pair of shoes, they are worthutl$16.00, but they only make
$15.00/month. The same applies for example ifwant to buy a bar of soap, they cost
about $1.00/each etc...you can imagine what it wdagldike in order to pay for items
like this, making only $15.00/month.

The other problem is getting the materials to de ¥Work. Remember that in a socialist
country there are no private hardware stores. Hdog¢ of things are resolved by people
taking stuff out of companies owned by the govemimand then selling them in the

black market. This is really the only way of gettimaterials to do this type of work. On

the other hand, the only way that a lot of people make ends meet is by doing things
like this.

It is with these issues that we will take on dothg repairs. We did a budget and we
presented to a Catholic institution in Germany.e Budget included details on how we
were planning to remove all the clay tiles on tbefy replace all the wood that was
rotten, putting new sheathing and replacing theady tiles with new ones. We also
wanted to replace 4 windows that were rotting. tdlhanew fencing, new electrical



upgrades, new lighting, 6 new fans, new furniturd &stly to paint. Painting was very
expensive.

Our temple is very large — approx 120’ long X 30dw/x 15’ high. This is why we had
to pay $7,000.00 The church in Germany helpeditis$5,000., so we still had a deficit
of $2,000. You can not imagine how grateful wefaregetting your help.

If there is any further information that you mayquee, please do not hesitate in
contacting me.

Juan Ponzuelo Jimenez

Pneumonia Prevention Vests — Our ladies had 22 vests submitted for this
latest shipment.
NOTE: For those who save boxes to ship these Vests - The MAXIMUM size the boxes
maybe is measure it around no bigger than 89cm and we cannot put more than 2 kilo in
the box thankfully the pneumonia vests are light but the cost of shipping for 2kilo is now
$21.11 to India Bhil Field . and we MUST NOT go over that size, as they then charge
$42.22 for the box

The next shipping day will now be October 28,2009
The patterns are now on the bulletin board by the kitchen - along with a pattern for “lzzy
dolls” that go to Soldiers (in the Canadian Armed Forces) to give to children.

i g for other information contact -




Calvin Church Website (www.calvinchurch.ca)

Calvin Presbyterian Church has had a website s20€4 when it was constructed by
Mark Wilhelm. Mark Gedcke’s picture has been thens for all those years without
aging. This has prompted a cry for this injusticd®¢ corrected!

| was approached to start updating the website.
A committee was formed. Members &dargaret Woods, Mitchell Sherratt, Ross
Witmer, Evelyn Witmer, Aileen Isaac, Mark Gedcked myself.

Several questions were asked about the website:

#

Calvin’s current website has an average of 33svsitveek and of those 28 are first time
visitors. 5 visits are from returning visitors. $hshows that Calvin members are not
using the website to check on events or news asttiime visitors are trying to find out
about Calvin.

Total For 10 Months  Average Per Week

Two meetings were used to evaluate our presentitgebsd compare it to other
Christian websites. We decided that it needed mofermation, the format was
inconsistent, and the colour should match the ‘iRresian blue” tone. After the
evaluation, the group agreed that the site hae tchlanged and improved.

Margaret and Mitchell have made changes to thesiddand are starting to lay out the

new one. has made a new background and we have suggestedrsay
colour schemes. The other members are pulling nbrted organizing input from the
groups and committees of Calvin Church.
While this is going on, it would be an opportunity the members of Calvin to go to our
website (www.calvinchurch.cpto see the old and to anticipate the new.
If you have not been approachedfor your group’s or committee’s input, please
contact Les asherratt@rogers.conand | will have someone call you.
It is too early to tell you how the site will look,
so keep checking Calvin’s website to see the changes.
In God's semj
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| would like to inform all of you about somethinigat | am involved in this summer. |

will be going on a . The goals of the trip

are to:
- Encourage faith formation

Engage in cross-cultural learning

Foster global awareness and an ethic of service

Develop transformative relationships and leadershiits.

The program is called & which means It is organized by
Mennonite Central Committee Ontario, for 16-19 yeldryouth.

The trip will last four weeks, with a tentative sclule as follows:

Week 1:Learn about language, history, politics, and religpf Guatemala
Week 2:Visit to El Salvador- learn about history and @exttthere, liberation theology
and its connection to the church, and hopefullyneat with local youth
Weeks 3 and 4Visit various communities in Guatemala where MGGupporting

projects. Work alongside local families and comntiani

| would be very grateful for financial support fibiis trip. The total cost is approximately
$3000 per person. Income from fundraising and tions will be placed in a common
pot that will be shared by all participants, sot tath of our costs will be reduced. One
benefit of this approach is that all of the monaiged will be tax receiptallle

If you would like to contributeyou can make cheques payable to , and

clearly mark Enlace in the memo part of the chedfloelr can send a contribution directly
to MCC Ontario (50 Kent Avenue, Kitchener, ON, N3R1) or give it to me directly.

| am grateful for all the opportunities Calvin cbiathas given me to grow in faith. | hope
that this experience will be another step in myrpey. In the fall | would like to share
what | have learned with you. Thank you in advaacesupporting me as | experience a
new culture and language.

Submitted by:
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Stewardship Moments

Christ has no body now on earth but yours;
no hands but yours, no feet but yours.

are the eyes through which He is to go about doing good;

are the hands with which He is to bless people now.
St. Theresa of Avila

Anne Swetchine



ADULT LIBRARY REPORT

March 2009
New books in the library:

1. Thorn in My Heart, by Liz Curtis Higgs

This is the first novel in a three book series. $ating for these stories is Scotland in the
late seventeen hundreds. In this book we meethamcters which we will follow in the
next two books.

2. Fair is the Roseby Liz Curtis Higgs.

The McBride sisters are caught in a desperatetgituaCan a sister’s love endure the
ultimate betrayal? No one is prepared for the simgcturn of events which will test the
limits of love and sacrifice.

3. Whence Came a Princdyy Liz Curtis HiggsDonated
The family tries to follow God’s way under very atige circumstances. The book is a
love story, a story about beloved children, as aglabout scheming parents.

4. The Purpose Driven Life by Rick WarrenDonated.

The author will guide you through a personal fatty spiritual journey which will help
you to answer the question, “ What am | here f¢Ritk Warren was chosen by Barack
Obama to give the invocation at Obama’s inaugunatiaJanuary 2009).

5. Notorious Voicesby Marla J. SelvidgeDonated.

This book traces the collective project of the wana@d men who lived between 1500
and 1920 and who looked to the bible for affirmatiof the worth and equality of
women.

Thanks to those who donated books.
7

, Librarian.
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This poem was written by RJ Schlupp - his mother is Brenda De Haan Schlupp a
member of Calvin and his grand parents are Sam and Jean De Haan
also members of Calvin.

RJ just turned 14 in January and won a
1st place award from the Canadian Legion for his Re

N

membrance Day poem.
! !

THE SOLDIER
| was fast asleep, snuggled in my bed
When disturbing images were put in my head,
Soldiers, all running away from a bomb,
A battle field, the wounded screaming for mom.
Dead bodies scattered, nothing living around,
| strained to hear the slightest sound.
It was really dark, | could barely see,
Then | saw a soldier, staring at me.
He started to walk in my direction,
| stood straight and saluted, ready for inspection.
He walked right through me, his face filled with glee,
Smiling at a woman and two kids, must be his family.
The soldier, the woman and children embraced,
For a minute | felt their loving grace.
Suddenly | was back, the fighting and blood,
The wounded, the dead, face down in mud.

The tanks, the jeeps, each a different size,
Big planes loaded with weapons, filled the skies.
Once again, the soldier appeared,
“Is this going to keep repeating” | feared?
| heard a loud buzzing, and finally woke up,
The alarm clock still blaring...... annoying my pup.
| pat her and thought of the soldier and his life,
And wondered if he made it home to his wife?
| thought about him again later that night,
Never taking for granted my free Red and White!

# $%%&
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Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth after His resurrection? |
never noticed this....

The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the napkinich was placed over the face of
Jesus, was not just thrown aside like the graviheto

(Revised Standard Version:... and the napkin, which had been on his heaidlymg with
the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itgelf

The Bible takes an entire verse to tell us thahtgekin was neatly folded, and was
placed at the head of that stony coffin.

Early Sunday morning, while it was still daMary Magdalene came to the tomb and
found that the stone had been rolled away fromettieance.

She ran and found Simon Peter and the other desdalpt one whom Jesus loved. She
said,

Peter and the other disciple ran to the tomb toBee other disciple outran Peter and got
there first. He stooped and looked in and sawittenlcloth lying there, but he didn't go
in.

ThenSimon Peterarrived and went inside. He also noticed the liwesppings lying

there, while the cloth that had covered Jesus' Weadolded up and lying to the side.

Was that important? Absolutely! Is it really significant? Yes!

In order to understand the significance of theddldapkin, you have to understand a
little bit about Hebrew tradition of that day. Tfeéded napkin had to do with the Master
and Servant, and every Jewish boy knew this tiaditi

When the servant set the dinner table for the mastemade sure that it was exactly the
way the master wanted it.

The table was furnished perfectly, and then theasgrwould wait, just out of sight, until
the master had finished eating, and the servanidyeat dare touch that table, until the
master was finished.

Now if the master were done eating, he would nieefthe table, wipe his fingers, his
mouth, and clean his beard, and would wad up tapkin and toss it onto the table.
The servant would then know to clear the table.

For in those days, the wadded napkin meant, 'I'm done'.

But if the master got up from the table, and foltiesinapkin, and laid it beside his plate,
the servant would not dare touch the table, because
The folded napkin meant, 'I'm coming back!'

He is Com ing Back!!
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10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon Morning presentation - Facilitator: Janet Gardner

, $ # -3 $ %S %S

#$ % I &
O(
* ] !
|
(/#$ 0 #+ %S

1 10 234 5 6 # - %7 -
+ %S /#S$ + 0

12:30 noon to 2:00 p.m. Afternoon presentation - Facilitator: Ernie Walker
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7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Evening presentations - Facilitator: Ross Witmer
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ENCOUNTER
Encountering Christian Faith with Your Life
The Encounter Planning Group under the auspicéf@®iChristian Education Committee
strives to initiate, support and encourage events@ograms that nurture and instruct
our whole congregation in a life of Christian dgeship.

Study and information presentations have beenatsiti for the fall, winter and spring
church seasons. Each presentation is offered osiernaeek period.
Members of the Encounter Planning Group facilithiepresentations.

Topics include opportunities for Bible study, praygiscussion and information on the
work of the Presbyterian Church in Canada and ardle world.

A current list of topics and times of presentatiemgublished in the Clarion newsletter
and Sunday bulletins.

Fellowship and learning to grow in Christian diseghip is thought provoking and helps
in reflective life decision making.

# #
#
The Encounter Planning Grou
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Philippians 4:13 --- | can do all things through Ch  rist who strengthens me.

The road to success is not straight!!
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Tickets available soon
Seating is limited
Proceeds to the Mortgage Fund

Mark your Calendar - invite your friends /
&) & — Another Date to mark on your Calendar

from the Congregational Life Committee

@ME@ The # ## will be held onSunday

June 14“ at New Dundee Park following the regular churalvise.
LS OUWDG 68w CSLULY

REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT G4, INC

Thanks to Pam ‘l [See TJoh
NOTHING 1S CERTAIN EK(EF‘T WHAT AND
TAKES?]?

Used with approval
(Copyright Gospel Communications International, imonvw.reverendfun.com)



News from the CE committee for the Clarion

Several youth group members from our church attended the Synergy PYPS
weekend in February. A special thanks is extended to Rob McCuaig & Dave
Mitchell. (PYPS deans)

On Feb.7 the youth hosted a movie night for all the children of Calvin, where they
enjoyed the film Horton Hears a Who.

The youth group would like to thank all of the people who donated desserts,
items for auction and also those who attended the Youth Auction  held March 7.
Of course we can't forget to thank those who purchased the items up for bid and
also the people who provided leadership.

The auction raised $1800! SB

N

% Parents of children aged 15-25 are encouraged to talk to their children
and possibly spark an interest in attending Canada Youth 2009 this July 20-25
at Brock University. Application forms are on the youth bulletin board or via the
website www.canadayouth.ca. for anyone who may be interested in attending, a
deposit is required by May 1/09. Please speak to anyone on the CE committee
about funding for all interested youth.

oO# #
bowling (March 29),
Iron Chef competition (April 19),
and a Fast for PWS&D, which will take place on May 15 & 16.

A bequest of $1000 was left to Calvin’s CE committee in memory of Pat
Duncanson. The money was used to purchase bibles for the Sunday school and
youth classes, and to send two children to camp Kintail this summer.

! ! # % &
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Yadlaballs Valsdals Yadadalls e dadialls
Subject: No Help Needed

During a particularly wet winter, floodwaters rise so high in one town that the National
Guard evacuates all the residents.

One man stays behind, however, and when the water is waist-high, two National
Guardsmen in a boat, motor past his house, checking for people left behind. "We're
evacuating the town because of the flood! Jump in the boat and we'll carry you to
safety!" But the man says, "No, don't bother; I've led a pious life, and the L ord will
save me."

The men in the boat shrug their shoulders and motor away. Later, when the water level
has driven the man onto his roof, another boat appears. "Haven't you heard the town
has been evacuated? Come on, we'll save you!" But the man sends them away again,
saying, "No, no, the Lord will save me!"

The water level keeps rising until the man is standing on his chimney and barely keeping
his head above water. A helicopter, doing a final check, appears overhead. It drops a
rope, and the loudspeaker says, "Grab the rope and we'll bring you to safety!" But the
man waves the helicopter away, once again saying, "No, the Lord will save me!"

But the water level keeps rising, and he drowns. When he gets to heaven, he is
completely bewildered. He asks God, "God, why didn't you save me?" And God says,
"Well, I did send you two boats and a helicopter."

Moral of this story: Sometimes we don’t recognize the kind of “help” we need - when it's
right there in front of us.

Ways to help others — without costing you anything ...
Used postage stamps for leprosy. Box is downstairs - on the shelf above coat rack,
across the hall from the kitchen door.
Donate your old pair of eyeglasses to a third world country when you are prescribed
a new pair. Box is upstairs — above the coat rack — just as you go into the narthex.




From the Intergenerational Church Service __last fall — | was asked to print one
of the stories that was shared with us — the following is by Aileen Isaac

My Grandparents were born, grew up, were marrigd] started their family near
Fraserburgh, Scotland. They decided they shoulgrate (should it be to Australia or
Canada?) As there were some relatives alreadylivi Canada, they chose to come to
this country.

In 1911, my grandfather came alone to Belmont, @mt#o find work and a place for his
family to settle. My grandmother didn’t tell hinmigr to his going, that she was pregnant
with their fifth child, as she thought he would cahhis plans to leave her on her own.
My grandma was to come in early 1912 to join myngdfather, and hoped to book
passage on the infamous Titanic, but due to thesB of one of the children was too late
to sail on her. We all know what happened to tiianic, don’t we?

However, Grandma left just two weeks after the isiglof the Titanic, a young mother
alone with five young children, and made her wagZé&mada to joining her husband. (the
youngest only 4 months old.)

| never knew my granddad, as he died, at a yourglafore | was born. From the time |
can remember, my Grandma lived in the bottom ofamd home that housed the
Oddfellow’s Lodge in the upstairs. Grandma paid feat by cleaning and making the
lunches for all events held in the Lodge. She amother widow each had a one-room
apartment in the downstairs, with a corner of thamw partitioned off for a bedroom.

Even though her space was small, everyone was meltdo Grandma’s where adults
and children alike were offered a cup of tea anttbmemade cookie. Children were
encouraged to go to the corner cupboard and park fine of her good cups. | always
chose the same cup, and eventually grandma sstiduid be mine. 1 still have it.

Grandma was a mid-wife, and went with local doctorassist at many births. She was
present at the birth of my two sisters and my3$édst children in the village, as well as
her eighteen grandchildren wore mittens that waiednd given as gifts to the children.
She loved kids.

| started High School when | was twelve years ol@ihe school busses didn't start
running in our area until my second year of Highh@&d. There was a school in Belmont
where Grandma lived eight miles from my parenttsrifa Until the weather got too cold,
| biked to school each day, then | went in latd Ealive with Grandma until the end of
the school year the following June. We became elrge, not just in our relationship to
one another, but in space, as we shared not justirryeapartment, but also her three
quarter sized bed. She taught me much during tmasehs, mainly by example.

My Grandma’s full name was + % , and she certainly lived up to
her first name, as she was truly a good Christezsgn who led by example in her
humble manner.
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Spring is once again in the aifhis means Spring Garage SaleSo when you begin
your spring cleaning remember instead of discartioge hidden treasures the Board of
Managers can use them at the Garage Sale.

When you ask? The sale is @pril 17" and April 18"™. We will be looking for
volunteer's to help set-up on April 16n the evening. On Friday we need people to
finishing setting up and pricing and also at thie em Friday evening. Saturday we need
people to help at the sale and we also need péopielp clean-up after the sale is over.
There will be a sign up sheet in Narthex beforeghie. So please take the time to sign
and come out and give us a hand and enjoy the aoygfeother church members. High
school students this is a great opportunity to laeld earn hours you need for volunteer
hours.

We ask that your donations of clothes, toys, bobksisehold products, furniture and
appliances be dropped off at the church the wee¢heoGarage Sale due to storage space.
Please make sure that everything is clean and gooking order. We will pick-up items
for you. You can arrange a pick-up by calling theich @ 519-744-4061, Phil von
Farra, Larry Brown or talk to any Board memberr@iage for this pick-up to be done.

If you aren’t able to help out at the sale feekfte come out and browse. You may be
surprised what you can find at one of these s&es.let your family, friends and
neighbor’s know about our Garage Sale.

There is another date we would like to make yourawd also. This is thénnual
Spring Fix-up/Clean-up Day. This is being held o8aturday May 23¢.

C.. k. This is a day when vethgr to
do some minor repairs and some clean up aroundhtweh both outside and indoors.
So if can spare an hour or two come out and give huslping hand. We can achieve quite
a bit in just a little timeMore to follow when this day draws closer.

' # that you can see what the Board of Managers dhyeseading the
minutes that are posted in the hallway downstaiss pefore you go into Calvin Hall.
Yes, there is a bulletin board down there that wst the minutes from our meetings that
you can feel free to read. These minutes tell ybo ¥ on the Board and also the issues
the Board are addressing at this time.

Y,
We tharduyin advance for your support. ﬁ







WELCOME

YOHANS BAHTA OGBOLDET
Arriving on April 1, 2009

HIS ARRIVAL: This week Yohans will be flying from his refugee camp in Khartoun,

Sudan to Toronto for permanent residency in Canada. He has been co-sponsored by

Calvin, the Presbyterian Church in Canada and his sister Rishan Tesfagiorgis.

1.

April, 2006 - Request for Calvin’'s Involvement:In 2006 the Tesfagiorgis
family approached our minister and asked if Calwould consider a co-
sponsorship to bring Yohans to Canada. Mark tutthedrequest over to the
Missions and Outreach Committee. Jet CartwrightBraht Smith interviewed
the family to establish the viability of our inv@ment.

Nov 1, 2006 - Session Receives ProposAt: the meeting of Session M&O
recommends that Session set a congregationalmgeeti November 26, 2006
to accept this co-sponsorshiplThe congregation approved Calvin’s
involvement

February, 2007 - Applications Prepared Yohans completes his application
in Africa and the Tesfagiorgis family arranges itato be hand delivered to the
family and then on to Calvin. This was the firstdages for his application for
permanent residence. M&O reviewed this and thenabeut the application
work for the co-sponsorship. We provided detailshef agreement between the
family, the National Church and Calvin - anothembges.

June, 2007 - Signing CompletedAll the signing was completed by Stephen
Kendall on behalf of the Presbyterian Church in &k Jack Nanson on behalf
of Calvin Congregation and Rishan Tesfagiorgis ehdlf of her family and the
28 pages of documentation were forwarded to imrtimma

September, 2007 Application Goes to Embassy in Cairo. EgyptWe hear
that Canadian Immigration had Yohans applicatioGairo.

December, 2008 - Yohans is Interviewedyohans informs us that he has his
interviews with Canada Immigration in Khartoun, 8nd

. January, 2009 - M&O Are Sure Yohans is Coming: He has his medical

examination.

March 17, 2009 - Official Word: Our local office of Canadian Immigration
calls Brant Smith to say that Yohans will be anyiat Pearson International,
on April 1, 2009 3:45 pm. The Tesfagiorgis familjlvneet him.
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A MUSICAL EVENT AND FUNDRAISER

The Schneider Male Chorus , of which Jack Nanson is a member, will be giving a
concert at Calvin Presbyterian Church on Sunday, May 3 at 7 PM . This choir was
founded in 1947 and has given concerts in Canada, the United States, and Europe.
Their conductor is Laurie Rowbotham, a former high school music teacher.
The concert will also be a fundraiser.
Donations will be asked for and half the proceeds will go to
paying off the mortgage at Calvin
and half to the “Bricks for Jobat” mission project.
This project is in support of the Bhil Mission Field. The Missions and Outreach
committee will provide more information on this special project next month.
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I met this guy while in the USA and he hamotto he lives by everydaye said listen

carefully and live by these 4 rules #* * */ 0
| was shaking my head 'no’, but he then told nmesten while he explained his four
rules. So here they are.....

1.'$1)2  from the 'springs of living water' every day.
2. " a moment to help someone that is in worse shapeyihaare.
3. "$ that you will be a better person today than yesterd

4. And last, but not least, when ydu down at night
thank God you live in Canada and have freedom.

| am not as good as | shoute. | am not as good as | coldd. But THANK GOD | am
better than | used to be

&
%ﬁ A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with stigue"Boys and girls,
what do we know about God?" A hand shot up in thé'lde is an artist!" said the
kindergarten boy. "Really? How do you! know?" teacher asked. "You know - Our
Father, who does art in Heaven... "



March 25, 2009 - Financial Update

Once again | want to update you on our financial results for the year to date.

2009 2008
March YTD YTD
Receipts $ 19,346 $ 55,889 $ 63,980
Expenses 22,359 69,436 65,010
Surplus(Deficits) (3,013) (13,547) (1,030)

Expenses are higher this year than last year, but all are in line with the budget to this
date.

Receipts continue to be less than last year. The decreases are found mainly in two
areas. Rental income is down, as expected, because of the loss of the Joonim
congregation at the end of February 2008. Contributions towards debt retirement are
also lower than in 2008. Last year, there was some excitement because we were
nearing the end of our mortgage. However, that does not appear to be the case
currently, although we still have debt to be retired.

In 2008 the ‘mortgage’ to the bank was dealt with by your faithful contributions and also
by taking out loans from persons in our congregation. For 2009, we have set the goal of
paying off these loans which, as of January 1, 2009 total $30,000.00. Just consider that
when we began paying off the loans for the building expansion in 1993, we owed
$600,000.00.

Given the strength and commitment of the congregation, we can meet our obligation.
We can complete our commitment of paying off the mortgage for the building addition
this year.

As always, we require continued support to meet our goals. Our prayer is that we will
have sufficient to meet our needs and continue God’s work here at Calvin.

If you have any questions regarding these matters, or anything else to do with Calvin’s
finances, please do not hesitate to call or email me.

Respectfully Submitted,
* )" , Treasurer
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Stewardship Moments
In the holiest church, we care more than others think is wise.
We risk more than others think is safe.
We dream more than others think is practical,
and we expect more than others think is possible.
Donna Schaper
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